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SEPTEMBER
Monday
TVve heard that athletes are born with s?tr.inl
genes that make them 3oa<] at sports. Well,
whatever those genes are, 1 guess T was born

WITHOUT +hem.

Mom s nlwnys Sn)ﬁhs +hat e.v:r)mhe who's ?nr't' of
a team l\ns an inPar"l‘nh'f role to Plnr. But w}\eh

it comes to s?nr'{'s, it seems like m _jab is to

make :verybnd?r ELSE look 30-0&

=

At this Paih'i' in ny lifa, I'n ?r‘ri“l)( sure Ilm not
gonna_grow up to become a Prafusinml athlete.
So T'm officinlly announcing my retirement.




‘pn: trnz?' +Hh3 S, T used 1o nc‘l‘ua.ll?f LIKE spar‘!'s.
But that was back in ?r:school, when sports were
shll FUN. ‘ﬂ\t first spar“'f I ever Pln?rt.d was
soccer. L didnt know the rules, but neither did
ahf of the other kids. So most of +the time it was
Just pure chaos on the field.

Wherever the ball went, we all chased after it.
E.\rtry once in a while the ball would pop out of the
pack and go in someone’s goal, then EVERYONE
would celebrate.




Nabﬂ&}i kqﬂ' score, so you hever knew who was

wihh}hs or 1asih3. Ah& ﬂ*.e Pnﬁ:hﬂ didnt care

because +}\ey were ‘oo busy &oins -ﬂwtir own 1'}\:'!'15.

The referees were middle-school kids, and Hwt};
didn+ renll:; pay attention to +he game, either.




Tn fact, the refs didnt even blow their whistles
when the ball went out of bounds. So half the
+ime wed be ?In?dhs on the wrong field and didnt
KNOW it. -

After the game, we d nlwn?(s get slushies and
Juhk food at the snack shack. And sometimes we
wouldnt even wait for the game to be OVER +o
treat ourselves.

SNACK SHACK]
IWW




The coaches were renll)( nice and made sure everyone
3a+ a chance 4o score. And that made zw.r?'nhc
feel 300& about themselves.
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Back ﬂ\th, I was SURE I was gohna grow up
to be a Prof:ssinml soccer Pl“}’“' T even ke.?'l‘ ry
rookie card in mint condition in case i+ turned out

to be worth Sam‘i‘hihs ohe cla?!.
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But when we 501’ to kihdtrsnrﬂh, :\ftry‘ﬂ'\ihs
CHANGED. The refs started using +heir

whistles - and 'H\r.y didnt let us do the kinds of
‘H\ih&: we sa'i' nwnf with the )(tnr before.

That season, the refs blew +heir whistles almost
every +ime T +touched the ball. So when T was in
the game, T4 stand in the corner of the field

and Pr‘n){ the ball didn+ roll o me.
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T45 not bke T was getting a lot of playing time
n kihdersnﬁnh nh)(m . The coach nnl)f pu'l‘ in
the kids wha were G , and the rest of us sat
on the bench.

Mom told me the reason the coach wasnt P‘n?rihs
me was because T was his “secret wmpnh“ and he

was sa\riha me for a bis moment.
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But T didnt understand that Mom was just
+r7-h3 +o make me feel better about nyself. Se
whenever the coach DID ?ui' me in the game, 14
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Even the snack shack wasnt fun that year. Some
parents cnmpinimd +hat ﬂ\ty were sc\lih3 +o0 much
Juhk fnnd, so 'H‘\!Z rr.?lnu;ci the slushies and other

sugary treats with HEALTHY options.
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But the slushie sales from +he snack shack and
for the field u?kat‘:. So that year +he Pnrks
dr.?nﬁmh-l' could ahl{ afford o mow the grass

once ﬂer)/ three weeks, which r:nlly slowed the

3nmc.s dm-m.




After a bunch of kids 3a+ ticks from Plnyihs
soccer in the lohs grass, ﬂ\tr decided 1o end the
season :.nrly, which was 'hrhll)( fine with ME.

T feel bad that T ve never been 300& at sports,
because T think Dad was \\oP.hs 14 be a star
athlete. Whenever hed go to +the librnr?e, hed
nlwn?!s come home with a stack of sports books.




T'm sure there are kids who are into those -l7v-l'.=as
of stories, but that was never ME.

1f you ge +o the librnry, )rou'll find all sorts of
books about kids who do amazing +’nihss and lead
their teams 4o vir.-fnr)r. But T never had nh)f
experiences like that, and Tl bet +here are lots
of kids out there just lke me.
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So one of these dn?rs Snmboclr should write a book
for the REST of us.

T+s not ke Thve got nhfl‘hihg against sports.
I like them JUS'T 'ﬁm, as Inhs as I'm not the one
PLAYING. Thn fact, this summer T watched the

Ol)rnpics on 1V Pr:‘H‘)/ much nonstop.

T+ was Moms idea for us to watch the games as a
'deily. She sn{s +hat +these Ja){s ﬂ:r)/nhc‘s in their
own little bubbles, and sports is one of the nhl)r
'ﬂ'u'has +hat can sl brihg people -l'a3d+uer. But T
think a litte 'i'asﬁ}\trhess goes a long way.

__‘,ss—‘"
]
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Mom Sn?fs she loves the Olrn\:if.s because -th:)f show

what human b:ihss are mpnblt of at their best.
But T like wnhhins for the BLOOPERS.

Tm Jusf 3|nd its Sm':ebody ELSE out there and
not ME. Because T'm sure Td be nervous if T
knew there were millions of Pmpl: wnh}\ihs from
home. And when you mess up in the Olyn'?ics,
)mu'rr. Su?pusgd to act srur.uful about .
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But f I Jus+ sti four years of n),' life +rmrun5
nhd +h¢h made Some dmg ms#nk:, I'm ?“Hf

sure 1 d have trouble Srm'ljhs for the cameras.

IAVELIN 1@ wsgennr | LAY
DISQUALIFIED

Thats wh}f 14 do one of those s?ar'fs where
7nu're Pnr_'i'. of a TEAM. Because -H\m, when ?(au
screw up, t's hnl"dtr for ?taPlt to +eli.

= MIND IF I SQUEEZE
o] (meriass
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Th fact, if T was in the Ol).en?.:s. T4 ben
ane of thase events where a HORSE s involved.

Brecause then f 'Eﬂtﬂ:’i’"hhs goes wrong, ot least
;,rou'd have sameone +a BLAMEL

f ”I"é‘éﬁﬁﬁﬁf“"a {EOUESTRIFIN

THUNDERBOLT HERE /
e

SCREWED UP!




E.v:n ﬂ'\aush we watched a lot of Oly‘m‘)ics coverage,
T still don+t understand the way tvcry'fhhs works.

For one ‘i‘}\ihs, T dont see Hl\)f ﬂ\t}( ahly hand
out medals 4o +he athletes who take +he top three
spots in a competition. T+ seems 4o me like the
could k::? going with the medals so EVERYONE

goes }\om with a Pn’u.
15th PLACE: ALUMINUM MEDAL

GREG
HEFFLEY

The wu?f it s nsl\‘f now , 'ﬂ'\:){ give you a 3ald
medal i{ )(au take first Ptntt, silver ynu take
szmhd, and bronze if )mu take third. But T feel
lke theres a ?"ﬁ}" bx’s step down between silver
nhd brahu.
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A+ least saH and silver are WORTH san::+|\ih3.

But if you won a bronze mdnl, ?(au'cl be |uck)( to
3:‘!’ a z;w bucks for it.

UWAG || | WE BUY : s cons
qOH2
st
o 4

p ¥ \cigurt the moment )four medal is the most valuable
is right after you WIN it. So if T got one, T4
try to take advantage of the TV audience and
‘Fihd a buytr.

LIVE THIS DAZZLING
MEDAL CAN BE YOURS
TO OWN! SERIOUS

OFFERS ONLY!

i

GREG HEFFLEY

FIRST-TIME
MEDALIST




Durihs the medal cer:mhr ﬂmy have the top
three athletes stand on a ?nJiun, and then *ﬂ'\t){
Plu)r the 3&[& medalist's national anthem and make
the other two athletes stand there and listen.
But if T ook silver or bronze, T4 pop in_some
earbuds so T could jam to myown tunes.

One of Moms favorite 'ﬂ'\ihss about the Ol?fn'?ics
is when 'l'hc?' tell the life stories of the athletes
who are competing. Some. of the stories are r:nll)(
inspiring, because a lot of these athletes had o

overcome 'hus}\ c}mllahsts to get where ‘ﬂ\t}( are.
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But f L ever made + 4o the Qlynp-ﬁ. r'r;_ S-fmj,'
wouldnt be all +hat :mpnraﬁmhnl*

GREG REFFLEY: PARENTS MADE HiM PLAY SPORTS

Moo h‘.ﬂPS MLha me that ane :i:w 1 eould be

an iJI?rrth and L shadd sfnrf my l}!"h?ﬂ.
Journey  haw, But Im mev sure 15 nlmud}« too
LATE for me.

For most s?or'ts-, fm' have to start ?t")"“ﬁ rmil).'
)fouhg it you wanna be nh)( 3aod So_even if l' 5n't.
SErOuS, ™ sure 14 be can?c'hha wrth kids who are

half my age.
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I'\r: hmrd that in some countries 'H‘\t?( id:n-h'f)f
kids with ?afzh'hul SUPER tnrly, and then -I'he)(
send them aff 4o these elite acaderves 4o 4ran

araund the clack,

i rm“?! don+ think _theres an hn?t. for me of
bcmm’ha an Ol'}pn?inn. But vy Eﬁ:‘ﬂ\ll’ Hnm?- S
nhly n "erhml,._in_m’ybr. }\ti sl _901' 4 shot
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L'm not an expert on this stuff or any-rh;ns, but
from what Tve seen, the kid looks like he's 3&'1’
POTENTIAL.

|
N
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Ta be \\ahest I wouldnt mind if Mom and

Dad shiPP:& Mdhh)/ off 4o one of those sports
academies. Because that would be one less person
T4 have o share a bathroom with.

| | :
@l Lol
ACADEMY ¢
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But mybe there are some sports that you can start
when Yau‘re a little older, and theres still hnpt for
a persoh ke me. Because it would be PrEHV ool to
represent your r.aun-try as an Ol?fnp;un, no matter

WHAT sport you campete in.

Ahd i I won a GOLD nadnl, ?mu can bet I'cl
never take i+ OFF,




When you win a 301& medal, 7au'r= set for LIFE.
And even when your Ol)(n?ic career is over, you
can still make a fortune dnihs appearances and
sighing stuff.

WILL NOT

But the real mn:)('s in ndv:r*ﬁsihs Praduc-l's on 1 V.
And T4 say yes +o EVERYTHING as long as the

money. was good.

NO CHALKY
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The best thing about being an athlete is that you
can retire YOUNG. And that would be great for

a_person like me, because there are lots of ?lntcs

T4 like 4o visit and things T'd like o see.

So Tm not soih3 to 35*{:; up on sPar'ts Jus+ rr.-h
Because who knows? qubt T could be a person
t‘i:r>fnm looks up to.

FIRST ATTEMPT
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Tuesdu?(
T4 4urns out Tm gonhha have a chance o prove
n)(sclf sooner than 1T THOUGHT. When we got

back +o school after summer vacation, there were
PoS‘l*ers in the ’nn”wnrs anhouncing Field Pn)(.

ﬂ‘ (AIJ.IIG ALL ATIII.ETES'

FIELD DAY
Q 15 ALMOST HERE'?

NEXT WEDHESDAY @ 1:30 P

'ﬂ\:?' have Field Dn?( at my middle school every
four ?u:nrs, and the last time ‘ﬂ\:)f held i+ was
when n?( brother Rodrick was rﬁ)/ age. T remember
him getting excited about the r.nnPc'l'rhnh because
the wihhing homeroom got free ice cream at lunch.

24




Well, this year 'I’htr ve raised the stakes. Tf
your homeroom wins the competition, your class

gets a Jny off from school. So that has :’h‘tl’yﬂm
motivated to WIN.

But the person who wants the Jny off the
MOST is Mrs. Bosh, ry homeroom teacher. She's
pregnant and is nlwn)fs telling us how hard it is
+o be on her feet all dur.

#
uf'?‘

ft
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27
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Well, T could use a dny off from school, too. T
dont want 4o let Mrs. Bosh or the rest of my

team &awh, so I'n nd’unlly 'hnkihs +his cnmp:'ﬁ'ﬁuh
Frt'H)r SERIOUSLY.

'ﬂm -ﬂu'hs IS, I'n not in the best sl\c?t ris}ﬁ
now. So unless T do Samﬂ‘\ihs about s T wont
be able 4o htiP us on the bis dny.

T 40ld Dad T wanted 4o get in sl\n?c, and he
said T could start going to the gym with HIM.
Tm not 1'[7-'1"\3 4o be rude or dhrﬂ\ihs, but
Dad’s been 3m'h3 4o the same 371'-1 for ?r:an; and
whatever he's Jaiha there doesn+ r:ull?! look like

s ol 1
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But T fisurtcl nhfl’hihs would be better than
what Tve been &oihs for exercise, which is
nothing. So after dinner T threw on some
workout clothes and +n33z& along with Dad.

The 37n was ?nr.ke&, but T noticed there werent
any people MY age there. Dad +old me that
ﬂt‘\him“r kids arent allowed at the srn , bt if T
didn*t call attention to n?rself T should be OK.

There was all sorts of fnhcr equipment that T
couldnt wait o try out. But Dad said it was best
to start off slow, and he took me +o the area of
the grm where he likes to work out.

27




When Dad showed me his exercise rovtine, T

could understand wh)r he hasnt been getting n’n}(
RESULTS.
o i

HUFF
PUEE
/ 4

After Dad did a few $E+-ups and Jmpihs Jncks,
he said he was gonha go relax in +he sauna for a
while. And that meant T was free +o exercise on

f"lyﬂhfh.
=

8




But the thing is, T didn't really know how o
use uh)/ of the mchihts, because ﬂ\c.)f were all

too mm‘piicn‘ttd :

So T Kad 4o -h')( and figure things out for
MYSELF, and T m still not a hundred percent

sure 1 was usiha the tquiPmn'i' +he risq'r}' wny.

-
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What T rmlly wanted 1o do was +r)( out some of
the -\‘Hhas with SCREENS on them, like the
treadmills and the elliptical machines. But ?mPlt
were hoaaihs that :cil.n'PMh'f' and s-ha)r&ha on IOhScr
+han ‘ﬂ'\ef were Su?Posc& to.

Ah& even whth I gave 'ﬂ\th a seh'He. renihétr
+hat i+ was time to let someone ELSE have a

turn, hobndf seemed to take ﬂ\e hint.
YOU'RE TWENTY % @

SECONDS OVER THE

45-MINUTE > SN )
LIMIT PER ~

USER T
While T waited for one of the machines 4o opeh up,

g § ?ﬂssz& the +ime b?/ wwfcl'\ihs television. But the
TVs were all 4uned to some borihs business show.

30




So T found the remote and cl'\nnatd the channel
to Samt'l‘}\ihs a little more INTERESTING.

I quess av:r)(ah: doesru’-f \'\nve +he same taste in

entertainment as me, because some 1nc{7 3o+ off the
treadmill 4o C"\dhst +the channel. But as soon as she
Sﬁ??tcl off the machine, T Jmpt& at rn;( chance.

= -
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ﬂ-\:re was a bis screen on the front of the
treadmill, and you could choose between all these

famous Plntes to take your walk.

PICK A ROUTE

-h
-

g

CAMINO DE

PACIAC

SANTIAGO (REST TRAIL OF CHINA ELYSEES

oI Ll TS
S

So T sperﬁ a few minutes ‘h‘)riha 4o decide where
I wanted to GO.




After T made my choice the treadmill started
moving, and T felt like T was nduall)r walkihs
nlahs the Great Wall of China.

But I guess the Great Wall is S-‘EEP, and 1
was l'\nviha trouble kttPihs up- So after a while, T
put my feet on either side of the conveyor belt and
took in the sights the EASY way.

T realized T wasnt making the most of my time
at 'ﬂ\t 57#;, and I started 'F:tlihs a little 5uiH7
about it. But T didnt know what T should do
NEXT, becavse T was ruhhihs out of aPﬁahs.

33



That's when T heard some weird noises coming from
‘ﬂ\t a‘ﬂ\tr’ room, nhd I went to ih‘\fﬂ'ﬁsd‘ft.

K

T+ turns out there was a whole different area of
+he 9™ and it looked like this was where all +he
SERIOUS ?wple }\uha out.




T wanted 4o look Lke THESE guys. but T didn?
know how to get started. And when T went
around uskihs for advice 4 I found out that mbnd?!
was in the mood for chitchat.

SO HOW MUCH
WEIGHT 1S
ACTUALLY ON
THIS THING?

After a wl'u'l:, T realized the ?ea?l: in there
werent interested in hei‘:&hs a bcsihher like me, so

T was on my OWN. And the first thing T had
to decide was which muscles +o start wnr.’kihs oh.

T {isured T should Prnbnbly focus on My arms and
chest, because those are the muscles that make
you look like )mu'r:. n sthL.



So T decided Td start with a few bitt? curls and
g0 from 'i'l'\crt. But I Ji&h"‘l’ want to overdo it,
because at lunch )I:S‘!trdn)r, Alber+ Sandr told us
about this ba&ybuil&:r who blew out a biup ,and T
sure didnt want that hn?pcrihs to ME.

T+ turns out T didnt need to stress about it,
becauvse T couldn®t even get any of the dumbbells
off the rack.




T thought T might have better luck with the

bench press, but T couldnt budst the barbell,

either. Ah& T have to ndni-l', I was 3=++ih3 a
i+te FRUSTRATED.

how_people were staring at me, and T didnt
want 1o look like T didnt know what T was
daiha. So T started 1’nkih3 the wﬁshi’s off the
barbell o make i+ a little liahﬂr.

..' _ _%ub\'{: ‘
f(
- =
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But it turns out youTe not supposed o take the
weish‘l's off one side of the barbell all a+ ONCE,
because when ?rau do, ﬂ:rri’\‘\iha slides off the

other side. And n?Pnrch'ﬂ?r PmPlt in the wm's\\'i'

room dont like loud noises.

Se T guess thats the reason wh)f ﬂ\:)f dont let
kds in 1‘}\& S?Jr-u. But it datsr\"r Seem ng}x‘i‘ ﬂ\rt
H“}'( kicked Dad out, too, because he r:nll}l has

been a lu}mt member.,




ﬂwrsday

Mom said that when it comes to getting in

sl'\n?e. , exercse is anl)( HALF +he Pidura. She said
nutrition s Jusi' as inPar'hrri', and shed be l\npp)(
to teach me a few +Hh35 about u*!'ihs rish'f f I

r'tn"){ wanted to learn.

I didn+t feel Like sl:Hihs a lecture about 'fmd,
but T JunPr.d at the chance 4o 90 with her to the
3roccr7 store. And that's because T wanted +o
htl? ?ir.k out the food wed have in the Pnh-l'r){.

Whenever Mnhh)f goes to the store with Mom, he
Picks +he +Hn35 HE wants. And thats w}\y we
have all this random stuff in our cabinets.

- [ —

HAM chews| [ | SILVER FOX &%
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No offense 40 Mom or “hﬁhnﬂ* but shes

TERRIBLE a4 ?if.kihs out snacks. She nlwn?rs bu?rs
henl'i'l’\?' stuff that tastes awful, and she wont bb)f
any NEW snacks until weve eaten all the old ones.

]
SWEET POTATO
POOKIES j PRUME

BEET
PIP

GHTPS b S
S r

-

- \.-*
So ln‘tc.!)( T ve been hmns my best friend, Rowh)/,

over for "+ns+ih3 Pnr-l'i:s“ to hclp me clear space

in the cabinets.




When we got to +he grocery store -fach)(, T sPli-t
off from Mom, then loaded up the cart with a
bunch of rn)r favorites. Then T 3(45&& a few
}\:nlﬂ\y items_just o make Mom }“'PP)"

But it turns out MY idea of health food isnt the
same as MOM'S. When we met back vp, she went
over each item T Pk.ktd out and r.uplnihccl w’ny it
wnShi'i' 300& {ar‘ me.

She held up a bottle of fruit Juice, which T
'ﬂ'\aush'l‘ was a ?r:‘l"17 solid choice on ny Pnr‘l‘.
But Mom smd it was full of SUGAR, nhd 'ﬂ'\:rt
wash+ nh)r nutritional valve 4o it. T +old Mom she
was wrong, because there was a Pi::'h.rrt of tons of
different fruits rEsh'f there on the bottle.

‘h



ﬂ'\tn Mom showed me the Inbtl, and I couldnt
believe +ht)f can even 3“ dh'a?! with that.

=
A

=

&v @ ,

Mom said that if you redlly want 4o know what's
in the food 79{: buy, )“’“ have to read the list of
ihsr:dEthﬂ. Ahd she 4old me the cans of Chef
Marinara Pnsh T had in the cart were full of all
sorts of CHEMICALS.

But T knew Mom was wrong about THAT one,
because I:w: seen the Chef Marinara ads on

television that show him making his pasta by hand
in Old I+n|)r.

42



Mom showed me the small print on the back of the
can, which said the food was made in a fnr_‘l'ar)r in
Detroit. She said Chef Marinara Prabcbly wash+
even a real person, and ﬂ\tr JDS'i‘ hired an actor

for those TV ads.

Well, that made me feel PrrHy s*l'upic{ for
drgssihs up as Chef Marinara in our Wax Fisur:
Exhibit at school last year.

—\ B ¥\
E




Then T started 4o wonder if Rotten Rudy was a
real person, because those Rotten Ru&)f T(f ads
scared me into &rihkins A Snllan of milk :\r:r7 dn)(.

DON'T BE LIKE ROTTEN RUDY.

O3° SHOULDA
?J A o DRANK MILK!

Mom said food companies_are r:nli?( clever about
SIEPPihS their nd?zr'hsihs into_places you wouldnt
tx?tt'f, which made me think about the Pns’rtrs
that are up-in our hﬁllwnrs at school.

5 | | FOOD PYRAMID
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She tule'h:d that sometimes ?ncknst& food
compahies use cartooh characters 4o get )(nuha
kids o want their Prndur.'l's. And T think she’s
rish'i', because before we lef+ the house '!‘a.&a)r,
Manny. was watching an episode of “The Murples”
where Muhr.hy l""lurPlt was c}mwihs down on a bowl

of Rock Cur\d?f Crunch cereal.

e \
Mom told me that when she buys food for the
fnpﬂ;{, she checks +he labels and doesnt bu)(
nh)rﬂ\ihs with ihsr‘:&ichﬁ she cant prohounce.

Then she said the best thing 4o do is buy food
with only ONE ingredient, like fruits and
vegetables.
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Well, T dont know if its just my generation, but
its a little hard for a kid like me 4o eat snM‘I‘\'ﬁhS
that isnt wrn?p:cl in c:“aPhnm or doesnt come in
a cardboard box. Tn fact, if chocolate bars grew

in the srnuh&, Tl bet T wouldnt TOUCH them.

But if the ?eaPlt who sell fruits and vtgchblts
wanha get kids eating that stuff, +\\e.>¢’r¢ gohha

need to s+:P up their d&‘i:r'l'isihg game.
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TueSJny_

Field Dd)f is tomorrow, and ﬂ\ihss have rcnll)(
started to heat up at school.

Mrs. Bosh has been mkihs r.vtrynhc. in_our
homeroom 3{:‘!‘ 4o class a half hour t:lf‘l)( S0 we
have extra time 4o ‘Wi' +nst+l'\tr our s-l'rn'fta)(.
And shes been getting Pnrnhoid about what the
OTHER classrooms are claiha to prepare.

So -l'adny she sent Ledavian Mills up into +he
ceiling so he could spy on Mr. Drew's homeroom
next door. But it tums out that ceiling tiles
arent strong enough to hold a Pcrsm’s weight.

/




.ﬂ\t homeroom Mrs. Bosh is most worried about

is Mrs. Epsteins, because shes got a bunch of
athletes in her class. And one of the kids is Jesse
Rdhst , who S'i‘dynd back in ﬁa‘\‘l‘}\ 3rndt TWICE
Just so he could compete in Feld Pn?r one more time.

JESSE RANGE

But the team T m most nervous about is Mr.

Rnr‘s class, because that's the morning detention
homeroom. And on Field Dnr, T'm sure those guys
are gohha ?hr DIRTY.

Aee, )
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To make matters worse, we found out were going
+o be competing with GROWN-UPS in +his
‘H’\ihs. The Jantors went to +he vice ?rihr.iPnl and
said they wanted to put together their OWN
team because 'H\e){ deserve a Aa;{ off Just as much
as us students.

g ¥ guess +hats {ﬁil", but the bathrooms have been
getting pre 3mrl)z ever since 'ﬂ‘:f started

stJihs all their time TRAINING.
VG [E




And now the lunch ladies are getting in on the
act, so the cafeteria has bnsic.nlly turned into a

srnmsiun.

The homeroom teachers are getting pre

SPmkr.d, So '1'!'\!:7'\': started TRADING kids 4o
improve their teams chances. Mr. E.s?e.r sent
the fastest Sirl in_our Stl'lOOL Ava Hn“is, +to
Mrs. Ja}(ls class, and he gat Thomas Scheff, who's

n??nrr.nzﬂy 1.5Pcc£nL's+ in the sponge toss.

All this +rn&|h5 has got Mrs. Bosh 'H\ihl:iha about
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She even gove me the Jab of sceuting kids from
wre of the other homerooms +o 522 who we should
recrint f‘ar OUR +zom.

a /@“

'ﬂ'\ﬁ's hh}r ot s+ur5 when Mrs. Bosh traded me

am] twa a'ﬂ'\:r ku:ls for Jesse Rnhgr.. n'm:l, +threw
na ?nr.k of dr}(-:r‘aSt markers to close the deal,




'ﬂwrsdnf

Yesi'trdq}a was Field Dd?( at school, and it started
off with some :nh'i'rav:rsY. Before the first bell,
Mr. Rar gave Jesse Ran5¢ detention Jus-l' so he

could steal Jesse for his team.

Y —

So that meant Mr. Rnrls team was +n+nll7
STACKED " and the rest of us didn+ stand a

El‘\dhtﬂ.

Before Field Pn?r kicked off, Mrs. Epstein
sd"l"‘\:rt& our team on the ?lnrsrourd ‘o go over
S'frni'ea){ and make some last-minute n&JuS‘l’Mhﬂ.
But T still couldnt 'fiaurt out why she wanted me
and those other two kids instead of Jesse Rahst..
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T was ahl)f sighed up for one event, which was

+he +hr¢:-|¢&9c<l race. M?/ Pdr‘h\tr was Madison
Burke, who's about a foot taller than me, which
made 'l'hihss kind of awkward.

But when the race started, T fimll)r understood
Mrs. Epsteins strategy. She didnt trade for me
because T'm FAST. She traded for me because Tm
LIGHT.
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Me and Madison took first Plncc, and our team was
off o0 a sm& start. But we had a b;’s setback a
few minutes later when Marcello Romera rolled an
ankle in the sack race. T+ 4urns out the lunch
ladies had lef+ some POTATOES in a few of the

Su\'.ks. and Tll bet that wasnt an ACCIDENT.

Marcello was su??aud 4o run the fiﬁy-rnrd dash
next, and all the other kids on our team were in

the middle of events. So Mrs. Epstein told me T
was_gohha have 1o fill in for him.

T got second-to-las+ plnc: becavse T was still kind
of bahsed vp from the 'I'\\r::—lcagt& race. Dut T
cant rmlly run fast unless Tm MOTIVATED.
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The fastest Tve ever run was when T got chased
b)/ Rodrick after he s*fc.??cd in claa poop and T
lnushr.d at him. T guarantee you if someone had
been timing m.-i‘hmtdu?v, T wouldve clocked in at
CHEETAH sP:a&.

The ﬂhl?! reason 1 didnt get las+ ?lnr.: in the
ﬁf-r)(:_)mrd_ dash was because as soon as the race
started, Jesse Rnnse fell flat on his fuce. And
when tha+ *u?pcnul, L {iaun:d he mustve +r.'FPr.J
on his shoelaces ar somethina,




But it turns out he got paid to take a dive, and
no one wouldve found out if Vice PrihciPal Ro?(
hadn+ cnus}ﬁ him red-handed after the race
accepting his ?n7Mh+ behind the school.
e I G

| ST

/,..-.-.‘
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Jesse didnt want o 3:1' suspthcle&, %) hr. gave up
+he kids who were in on the l?e‘t'l*ihs scheme. And

+hose 9vy's had a whole 3nmb|ih3 aperation running
out of the AV closet on the second floor.

({* SPONGE TOSS 4:1| THREE-
S WHEELBARROW RACE 3:1| !
: TUG-0OF-WAR 61|




The rest of Mr. Ra?"s team was chcn-ﬁhs* %00,
but 'H‘\n'l’ di&h"l’ Eur?risc nhrnht.

Those kids had stored their water balloons in
+he cafeteria freezer, and +the only reason the

got CAUGHT is because Gtarsa Iston knocked
Mik:)f Ardalla out cold with a bad throw in the

balloon toss.

Mrs. Bosh's team won bmhbna bih&a, and that
?u-'l' them ahead in the s-l'nh&ihss for a while.
But then Mr. Chow's team had back-+o-back
victories in the water-bucket relay and the
sponge toss, so then THEY took the lead.



The janitors’ team started moving vp in the
rnhkihss, and ﬂ\c?f Prabnbly wnuld'vc taken 'ﬂ\: +ap
spot i Mr. Wnsh’nshn's arms hadn+ given out

durihs the wheelbarrow race.

The final event was the +u3-af-wnr, and it came
down to Mrs. Bosh's +eam versus the lunch ladies.
8§ ﬂ\ausM Mrs. Bosh's team was gonhna wih

for SURE, but the lunch ladies outlasted them
+hanks to a solid Jab of ahcl\arihs 1:7 Mrs. Frallc)(.

ol
L
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When we got back to our classrooms after

the compertition, we were all bummed that the
cafeteria ladies were the ones o win the &n){ off
from school. And we were nervous because we
heard the Janitors were gohha have 1o fill in for
+hem durihs lunch.

..........

TODAY’S SPECTAL :MEAT SURPRISE

But T guess. +the school knew i+ was going to be
an “3'7’ scene, So rish-f before +he last bell rang,
Vice Principal Roy made an announcement that

EVERYONE would be getting Fridn)f off.

-
i .
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Fridpy
Imud‘l'e&nbwfluvihsnw\\okda)rwhcrci
didnt have to do nh)/'thihs and was lnokihg forward

to slttPina in.

But as soon as Mom found out about my dnr off,
she filled it up with a bunch of appointments that
shed been wnh‘l’ihs +o schedule.

T was in a bad mood all dn)(, but Mom was r‘r.nH?f
chatty. She wanted o know about Field Dn)r and
F T had fun. So T +old her the truth, which
was_that it totally STUNK.

Mom said the reason T Ve never had a good
::Ptri:hce wiﬂn sPnr‘}s is because I"'t: never been
Pa.ri' of a team.
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But T 4old her T was on a team for Field Pu)f,
and T ve been on a bunch of OTHER sports
+eams, too. So L fisurt.& m;r{n shed Just blocked
out those memories like T wish T could.
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PRI )
-i;[l-\ A’.‘ ’.’

S DS/ OO0

Vo ! %y XA DO
RN XAREEE




But Mom said what shes +n|k£h3 about is bciha
part of a REAL +4eam where everyone has your
back. She said some of her hu?pi:ﬁ +imes as a kid
were wheh she pln)(cd sports_in middle_school.

0 I'IUSKIES

Mom said that whats Sr:n-l' about Imhs ?nr*f of a
team is that you learn l'\aw 4o work 'l'usr.‘l'}\tr and
you can use ?{\DS: skills for the rest of your life,

upcc&nﬂr in. your JOB.

&2



‘ﬂ'\n't sounds a little carhr ‘o me, but I guess I
dont rr.n")r know how grown-ups act when ﬂ\:}(’r:

at work.

Mom said she wants me 4o give team s?nr+s one
more s}\nh and if i+ doesn+ work out, she won+
bus me about it nh)(nart. So T +old her Td +think
it over, but rr.nﬂ}( Tm Just hoPins she fursu-i's in
a &n}( or two.

T dont understand w\'\?( pwplt get so wrn\a?ccl up

n sFar-fs, because i+ seems to me there are more

IMPORTANT things in life.

63



T£ you can throw a baseball at 100 mles per hour,
)mu'll make millions of dollars and kids will have your

PaS‘l’:r on their wall.

But if Yau,r: ‘I‘}\: person w"\a r.h&s up tur'ihs cahcer,

)mu'll be luck)f if you get a pat on +the back.

\
— THANKS MARIE. <

GOQOD




Thve n|wn?(s wondered how s?nr-ts got started in
the FIRST Plncc. Ih ancent times, ?taPk were
ulwnys at war, and 1 guess ‘H’\t)f decided ‘H’\E}(
needed to fisur: out a way ﬂ\t)r could settle their
differences without KILLING each other. So

someohe came up wi'ﬂ\ +}\t i&:a of sPor‘*I's asS a more

?tnr.:\(ul solution.

But over +ime, spar-fs EVOLVED, and hown&n)fs
ouVe got team mascots and cheerleaders and

?raftssiohnl athletes.
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The ohl)( been o one professional sports match in
™ li{t, and that was when m){ dad took me into
'th :.'+7 to watch a football game. To be honest,
T don+t remember much about the game itself, but
T do remember t’srer)f‘fhihs ELSE about that dny.

Dad Jr’dh'+ want to s?end mne)f to purk hear

the s+nd§um, so we ended up about a mie """’"“f N a
mc‘dy lot. He broke out his ?aﬁnbk srill, and we
cooked bursr_rs. which was nchly kind of fun.

But T drank WAY 400 r-wd\ sodn, and on our

walk 4o the sﬁdmn, I knew 'I had to find a
bathroom or 1 was gohna wet ry ?nh'i’s.
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Dad didnt want to S'fa‘) at one of the Par+d-
?aﬁics because the lines for those were too lahs.

But T 4old him T didnt think T could make it all
the way +o the stadium, so T bcas:c{ him to let

me ?u" over.

FVAN

VAT E VA < I Y7
T had 1o wait twenty minutes in line, and L‘mlly
it was r-?f turn. But T wished Dad had si'fth me
a little advance warning about what those +\‘1ih55
were like ihsidt, because I wauld'v: Jusi' HELD .




I'f was a Smart move mkihs +hat PH’ s-h:P A
+hnu3¥\, because when we 3::1' +o the Sfuc}ium,
there was ANOTHER lahs line for suun’v. And
we missed the whole first quarter of the game
wni+in3 to 3:+ N,

~y BREST08 <O

- & e A £,
by gie T a5 T B S8 Te
- Fr S do 5
-ﬂ: : o nmmmmﬁnﬁum miiit

LYY YL, LY DbHHOI®

When we {im“}( got nside and found our seats,

1'1'\tre; were Some 3”7'5 si-H'ihs n fhtn. Ahcl i+ took
forever to sort THAT out.




T dont know wh)r they even bother 4o have seats,
because no one was SIT TING in them anyway.
And most of the pmplt in_our section were too bis
for Sambad?f mf htish'i' +o_see around.

Since T couldn'® see +he field, T bad no dea what
was hn?Pmna. An:i Dnd was too mP?t:l v in
+he game +a 4ell e what was gang an.

Eventually T realized T could see the game ¥ iy
Juﬁ wn‘hq:d & on the Jumbatron, which i this
Smh"} SCresh 'ﬂu-i‘ hnhss hah abave the f-l:ld.



Whenever 'ﬂ'\:r: was a_pause in the action, '1'\'1:7

turned the cameras on the fans.

< KIEEOAM &
i

=

‘n'\:)/ had this ‘I'Hhs called “Fan of +he Gnnc,"

where you could win a prize |>7 acting trnz?r when

't}n:)( ?u+ 7ou vp oh the screen. And some Pmplt
were renlly GOING for it.

10



T knew there was no chance of me winhing Fan of
the Game if T was behind a bunch of PtoP1t. So
duriha a time-out, 1 S‘I':PPL'J into the aisle and
rcnll)f hammed i+ up for the cameras.

But I guess I was v:m{}nrrassihs Dnd, so he gave
me._Some moht)( and told me T should 9o vp to the

concourse n'nd 3:‘!' some snacks nh& a Souvenr.

n



T s?:n-f n)/ nahc7 oh_popcorn and one of those
gant foam {ihstrs. But when T 4umed +o walk
away from the souvenir stand, there was a loud
noise that shook the whole stadium.

SOUVENIRS

APPnrr.h'H?f when ﬂ:a home team scores, ﬂ'\cy
shoot off a CANNON. But T wished Dad had

warned me ﬂmi' nish+ l’mPPth, because I s:riousl);
ﬂ'\oush‘f we were in DANGER.

fonnhinnesiteilili il




After I was sure the coast was clear, I went to
find Dad. But T couldnt remember which section
we were si‘Hiha in, and Dad was the one who had
our_tickets.

T started 4o panic, because there were 80,000

?to?h in that stadium : and :‘ftr)(nhc looked +he

same from behind. Plus, the game was tied, and the
fans were ‘oo distracted to h:!P some lost kid.

SECTION 305

Luckiir ah ushtr Saw _me wnhdzr’ihs qrouhd 'ﬂ‘\:
concourse and braus‘ﬂ' me 1o the Child Finder
Station.

3



‘ﬂ»cy asked me a few qu&ﬁiahs about who T was and

wh«cIlMsawmyfuﬂ\cr, bu'rbf'l'hehf.wasm
shook up T coud fmrtlr even remember my owh name.

mCin

CHILD FINDER
STATION

ﬂ'\: next 'i‘l‘\i‘ns I khew, I had a camera in n)(
face and ﬂ\c’r put me on the Jumbotron.

LOST GHILD

Frank Heffley
please come
to the Child

Finder Station

inConcourse B

Then T realized this was my chance 4o win Fan of
the Game, so 1 made the most of nr o??ari'vri-fr.
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LOST I:Illl.ll

Frank Heffley
please come
to the Child

Finder Station

in Concourse B

The soocl news was that our team won in the last
second. ﬂ\c bad news was that Dad didn+ 3c+ to
see i+ because he had o come 5&‘1‘ ME. A‘nd believe
it or hot, I DID win Fan of +he Game . and we
got two free tickets to the NEXT match.

But I dont remember saihs to dhoﬂ‘\tr game after
+l\n+, so I think Dad mustve taken Rodrick.




What rcull7 stuck with me about that Jn?! was how
they tried to keep things entertaining for the
fans. And T think our church could learn a few

lessons from the ?ra{tssiaml spar'i's :xP:rithcc.

First of all, when 'l'ht}e introduce the priest and
altar servers, ‘ﬂ‘\t}! should dim the lighﬂ and Pln)'

some loud music. Because that would get :’ur?mhe

HYPED.

AND NOW... ALL THE WAY
FROM ST. MARY'S SEMINARY
IN BALTIMORE...

Another 'Hwiha ‘ﬂ’\t}f could do is have a mascot 1o
make the service more fun for little kids.
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Sometimes you need to break *I'hihss vp o k:t?
?tﬂ?'t thtrsiud, so they could put ina halftime
show. And theres all SORTS of crazy stuff you
could do for entertainment.




But the bi&gts'f uPsrnd: +o the church :u?tri:hcc
would be if ‘i’htr added a JUMBOTRON. For

starters, it would h:lP the Pr.aple in the back feel
like 'I'h:y were closer o the action.

‘ﬂ-\e)( could even have a random Jrnwihs to let the
PmFlc who came in late srf a Seat up FRONT.




Plus, 'I'\\:y could use the Jumbatron +o encourage
PtaPlt to be a little more geherous wl‘-th f\\t?f pass
+he donation basket around.

Tanner
Smith

Last week's
donation:
$2.00

Tve 3a+ a bunch of OTHER Suastsﬁahs, and T

actually took the time to write them down. But T
quess the PmPlt who run our church must be Prr.Hy
busy, because so far mbodfs sa‘ch back 1o me.

EXIT
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OCTOBER
Tucsdny
T was r:nlly l\o?ina Mom would Just forsrl' about
mkihg me_join a team, but she's been pressuring

re cv:ry singlt dn;(.

=

T iried to tell her that in twenty years regular
sports will be replnc.c& b){ e-sports, and athletes

Pa

wont even hn\rt +o leave +\m‘r muthcs +to mm‘:eﬂ.
But I guess sl\tis ‘oo ald ‘o 3!11' :xcﬁ'td about
whn-l‘ ﬂ'\ihss are gonhha be like in -l'\\t future.

YOU'VE TAKEN
THE GOLD!




One of 'H\e reasons I hn\'eh'-f decided on whn-t
s?aﬁ to ?lur is because T'm not rmllr +hat

GOOD at nh?r'l"\ihs.

‘L'\rn been rnckihs r-?r brain +ryih3 +o remember a
+ime when T did sam-ﬂ'\Eh& athletic +o halP ﬁaur‘t
out which sport is right for me.

And all T can think of was the time at lunch
when T landed a bnlla&-u? m?kih in_ Justin
White's mp-f)/ milk 3ln$s.

When T made that shot, the whole cafeteria went

NUTS. And Tm ?re-H)r sure its the b£33e5+
athletic achievement of my life.
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Some FenPlt were even Sd?‘ihs +h:7 should put a
Plaquc in the SPaf where T threw +the mPkih S0
future students would know about .

FROM THIS SPOT o

Greg Heffley

TOSSED A NAPKIN INTO A GLASS

ON A MOVING TRAY FROM A
DISTANCE OF

25 FEET

For 'l*}m rest of the Y:nr', kids tried to re-create
ey shot. And that turned the lunch period into a
NIGHTMARE.




i i +hou3\'rt n)( hn?kih shot Pra\f::l T had some
TALENT, and T +old Mom mﬁf. T could “h'y out
for the basketball +eam.

Well, that got her all excited, because she said

she ?la)fcd basketball when she was my age, and
her team was r:nll)r GOOD. Then she said my‘bc
basketball skills run in our {nrﬂy.

Mom said her +eam made it all the way +o the
state finals one year. But when T asked her what
\‘mﬂ)thed n 'l'}\t cl'\nr-:?inhship game, s\\t sm’d it

wash+ impoﬁnh‘h
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Mom said what mattered was that T4 be a part
of a TEAM. Then she went 4o her mumr to
‘ﬁsure. out how to sigh_me up 1o ?ln)/.

T was 3lnd Mom was excited that T decided on a
sport, but there was nc.+ucu||7 ANOTHER reason
T picked basketball.

T heard some kids hlkihs about *I'r)rouﬂ at school
+o&ny, and there are ohl7 +wo teams for my whole
3rncl: , with ten Pla)r:rs on each one. And if you
&ah'-l' make a ‘eam, ?rau Sﬂ CUT.

T'm sure there will be a lot of kids ‘I'ryihg out next
week, so T dont stand a CHANCE of mkihs rt.
And once its over, 1 can fihallr get Mom off my
back with +his sports stuff.
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Sm&n)(

When T got to the grm for basketball 1170u+s
'hnhial'\‘f : I counted ‘fwthiy-:is}\‘l' kids. ‘n\r.r\'
meant -l'wen‘l’?f kids would make one of the two
teams, and everyone else would get cut. So T liked
my odds.

Plus, most of the kids looked WAY better than

me. A lot of these guys have been ?lnrihs since
kihde.rsnr"!'ch, and 'fha)f could dribble between their
less and do other crazy stuff with the ball.

TN

ﬂ\t ah|7 real tthriehct. Itfr.* had Hi'l‘h basketball
was when we did a basketball unit in Pl'\)(s Ed last
year. And that ahl)( lasted +wo Jnys.
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On top of that, the school’s ohly basketball was
deflated, and the Pl\}ﬁ Ed teacher couldnt find
the needle that went with the pump. So we had to
use_balloons instead.

'ﬂ\tl“: were a handful of kids at -l'ryau‘l's +arisl'\+
who didnt look like +B¢7 were that soocL which

made me a little nervous.

T was worried T could end up mkihs one of the
+eams b)/ accident, and then T4 have o ?ln a
whole season. So T +l'\au3h+ about nﬂmlly céiha
badl)( on PURPOSE, Just in case.
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But my P\nh went out the window when Mom came
+o watch *r)rau-fs. Because now 1 knew T4 have
‘o 5"“ it n?I best effort.

Tr?'ou-l's started at /:00 par., and 'H'my handed
each kid a Frncﬁc:. J:rs:y with a bis number on
the front and back. And from the wn)( +hose

ﬂ\ihss smelled, T'm guessing ﬁ\:)r’v: never been
WASHED.




The split us vp into four groups to do drills in
different areas of the Srm, and r'l)f group started
off with dribblihs. I was hﬂihs a little trouble
with the hnhcl-crt coordination 'I'Hha, so L ch-t
dribbling it off Py shoe.

S0INK

T noticed that :’ury time T messed vp, Some su?r
with a clinmrd would write down my number.

8 Q
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So T 4ried 4o stay behind the guys with the
di?bmrés, and the other kids who stunk started

m?f“& me.

Every once in a whie Td dribble five or six fimes in
a row, and of course no one was \-m*kl'\ihs THEN.
But Mom made sure 4o let +he 9uys with the
cli?boar&s know when T was &oihs well.

NUMBER EIGHT
HASN T -DRIBBLED OFF
HIS SHOE IN A WHILE!




Aﬁtr we dribbled wi'ﬂ\ our ris‘\'i' l'\nhcls for a few
minutes, the 31.7 in chnrat of our group said it was
time_to switch 1o our LEFT hands. T 'ﬂ\ausl\'f he
was Jokiha, and T ncfm“)( LAUGHED.

But T. Pmbnbl)r shouldnt hn‘va, because that Jus+
mcle Hm write down n)/ number.

I guess some ?:a‘)l: can do +hih35 with both
hands, but not me. Tn fact, n?! lef+ hand is
?rnr.'l'kn“?r USELESS.

One time 1 sprained my right wrist and T had
to take a test at school usihs m)( lef+ hand. And
T +hink T wouldve done better if Td held +he
pencil in my MOUTH.
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7. Who developed the theory of gravity?

1 SARC A% ELV

A >
Once we finished with our Jr&bbliha drills, we
switched +o free throws. And T r:nll?' wished
T hadnt learned to shoot a basketball with a

BALLOON, because T +o+n||)r s Judgt& how much
effort T needed +o put into ry shot.

/
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T think Mom could see T wasn+ clo-‘ha So 5r¢n+,
so whenever one of the evalvators 301‘ near

htr, shed snitch on the OTHER kids who were
S'h‘ussliha.

NUMBER THREE JUST
THREW IT OVER THE

But it's not like Mom was the ONLY Pnreh'l‘
helPihs their own kid. Some of the evaluators had
kids who were +r)fin3 out +ahi3\\1', so 1 wonder
how fair +he scoring r:nll)( was.




Ez:\‘\c end of the his\‘\‘f, it was ?rrH'r obvious
who was gohha make a team and who wasn+. But

o guess 'ﬂwef needed to decide which kid was gonna
get the final spot, because -H\:)f made the bottom
nine kids duke it out in a scrim3c. And all T can
say is it wash+ PRETTY.

Once that was over, 'ﬂ'\e?f collected our Jcr‘S:ys.
The 3“7 running +r)(au+s told :w.ryahe that if we
made a ‘eam, our ?nrr.hﬂ would 3:1’ an e-mail {'77
tomorrow risht But after that exptn'chce, I‘m
not :mc:l'l)r holdihs my BREATH.
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Tuesda

When % got home from school 7:s+:rdn)f, my Plnh
was to relax and nnfbe take a nap. So T was prﬂ'fy
Sur‘Prised when T walked into the kitchen.

JCONGRATSL ———=

1

IT

wialll ansn s dhmsmntanddad gl
T was confused, because T knew for SURE T
didnt make either of the basketball teams. But
Mom said she heard from one of the coaches who
said T DID. Then she showed me the e-mail to

prove it.

T+ was from Mr. Patel, Preet Patel's father.
Preet’s one of the best athletes in our 3!"1&:, and
durihs the student-teacher basketball game last
year, Preet ‘I'o'i'nll)t DOMINATED.
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I couldnt understand how 1 30'1' on the same
team as a kid like THAT. But Mom said the

evaluators mustve seen mmﬂ\ihs sptcjnl in_me,

and that's w‘-\r T made the cut.

When T thought back to the night before, T
couldnt remember Preet nr:i'ucﬂ)/ bciha at +r7wi's.
So now 1 was even MORE. confused.

At school +a&¢7, Jabari Bruce told me what
happ:he&. Preet missed +ryau+s because he had +o
go to his uncle’s funeral, and the rule was that if
70{: skippe.& +ryau1's, you couldnt be on a team.
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So Mr. Patel made a NEW team with Preet ?lus
all the kids who got cut, just so his son could ?‘n)l

'H'u's Seasohn.

Well, T wasnt ‘“PP)’ to hear THAT. T +hnu3\\+
T was off +he hook for basketball, and now all
of a sudden T was on an actual team. And T
knew there was no way Mom was letting me out of
this, either.

QOur first practice was tonight at the elementary
school. And when Mr. Patel saw our +eam assembled
for the first time, LIl bet he had second ‘H'musl'\ﬂ
about 'hil’.ihs +his on.




MY teammates were the kids who were in that last
scrimmage. at 11‘)(ou+s, and T nlrtnd)f knew a few of

them from school. Jabari Brice and Tarwy Chu were
part of that trade deal with me on Field Dn)r.

JABARI ToMMY
BRUCE CHU

Then there was Darren and Marcus Wao&lr.y, who
r-is}rt nc'tunllr be decent athletes if 'l'}\ty weren+
n[wdys 'i'r)rihs 4o KILL tdcl\ a'ﬂ\cr.

o
DARREN | MARCUS
WOODLEY o WOODLEY
- . <%, \
&

We also had Edward Mcnl)r, who hasnt said a

word since second 31’1&:., and Kevin Pamdara,

w}\o hobnd){ can understand when }\:’s wcnr‘ihs his

retainer.
N
A KEVIN

EDWARD
MEALY e
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1 guess it's nlwn?'s 300& to have a little hr.is}rf on
your basketball +eam, so were |u-c.k?( to have Yusef
Meskin. But Yusef likes 4o scoop up kids who are
n?r size and Pu-t them in “The Cave.”

I'i"s also 3nacl ‘o l\d\rt a li+te TOUGHNESS .
and thats where Rub?r Bird comes in. And

+he reason she's on a boys team is because she
attacked one of the evaluators at the GIRLS'
‘l"r)mu‘l‘s for writing her number down.




Anrwn)/, T wouldnt have blamed Preet or his dad
for wnlkihs out as soon as 'ﬂ'\:?( got a 300& look at
us. But Mr. Patel sn‘fhtrcd the 4eam around him so
he could give a SPEECH.

Mr. Patel said that we might not have the most
talented team, but we were going to outwork
everyone else in the league. And he said we were
gonna learn to ?ln?r the RIGHT way, starting
'l'nrish'h

y i ﬁsurnd that if this was the 3u7 who +nu3"\+
Preet how 4o ?Iuy, mrbc he could +each the
REST of us, too.

Tamy Chu raised his hand and asked how come we
were meeting in +he elemh"mr)r school cafetorium
instead of the GYM.

1



Mr. Patel :xplnine& +hat the two other teams

booked all the gym +ime for the season, so we were
gohha have 4o make do with the LEFTOVERS.

T didnt understand how we were s:.v??os:& to
Pln)z basketball when we didnt have a HOOP, but
Mr. Patel said that we were gonna start with the
fundamentals and work vp to sl'wO'ﬁhs later on.

We did some dribblihs dn‘lls, and then moved on
to passing. But with all the tables set up.in the
m{:'l'nriun, 'l'}'\ere wasnt a lot of room to move
around. So half of us had +o 9o on the S'hnst,
which was set up for a kihdcrsqrhh ?'ln)(.




Even +housh we_were -tryins our hardest, Mr.
Patel was getting frustrated we werent Pickihs
'ﬂ'ﬁhss up- more qur'dd?ﬁ. And every time_ohe of us
made a rniS‘htkt; he'd make us run wind s?rih-ts to
the other side of the cafetorium.

But that Jusi' made us 'h'rtd, so we made even
MORE. mistakes. And after a while, ﬂeryohe

::c:P'I' Preet was r'uhh.ihs sPrih"l's.

Ptf‘Samﬂy, T dont think coaches should use

runhing as a Puhishmh-h because all it does is make
kids hate 4o run.
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And T doubt the 4rack coach forces his team 4o
Pl“f BASKETBALL whenever 'i'ht)f‘rc slackihs.

The ﬂ‘ﬁhs T hate the most about running 1s that
i+ makes you SWEAT. H}J 't}xtor?r about sweat

is that its your bad)f's way of hllihs you )mu’ra
war‘kihs ‘oo ‘\ar&, and 7&!: need o take it :nsy.
But when T shared mr ﬂ\aua"ﬁ's with Mr. Patel,

he JuS'f made me run more wind sPrih‘i's.
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When T get in the car after practice, Mom wanted
to hear all about i+. T +old her how our +eam was
bdsmnll)f Just Preet and a bunch of scrubs, so we
werent gonna be any good_this season.

But Mom said T4 ?rabably get a lot of ?ln)fihs +ime
on this team, which Sa'l' me WORRIED. E\r:ry
kid dreams about ‘\iﬁihs the bis shot 4o win the
game for their team, but theres a FLIP side. And
that's bcihs +he person who blows i+.




Theres a guy.in.my +own named Ah'l‘hoh)! Grow,
and hnth‘l')( ycnrs ago he. missed a kick on an

m?*i)( net and lost a game nanihs*f Slncks\'illn,

w\'\a's our towh s biastsf rival.

A1

5

\ \

Rt

TEAM
N

vbie Wele,

And now he cant g0 nh}m}\trt without ?ea?le
reminding him about it.




Tf T was Ah'fhah?f, 14 Just move to Slacksville,
because over there hes a HERO.

“The Miss

L ?
L1} vodnsiion,

e
b ——

e

T made the mistake of +t||ih3 Mom how T was
worried about messing vp like Anﬂ‘\ah){ Grow,
and she told me a s-h::ry that made me feel even
MORE. nervous about ﬂ*u'hss.

Mom had been the bnckuP ?oih'i' 3unr'd on her
middle-school basketball team, and in the
LhnmPiahs}\iP game, +he rcsulnr Pm'h'l‘ sunrd 301‘
HURT. So with the score tied in the fourth
quarter, Mom had 4o go.in and take her Plac_:.
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Mom said she nc‘!‘m"}( did Pr‘t‘H’)/ well, but with
+he clock wih&iha down she got double-teamed. So
she had to heave +he ball up at the buzzer, and
her shot came up short.

1INV

Mom Sn)/s shes GLAD i+ l‘mP?tmd because it
'I'nus}\'l' her 4o deal with failure and made her a
better person. But T4 be willing to bet+ Moms
teammates just wished she hadnt CHOKED.,

106



‘ﬂwrsdny

T shouldve done a little more research before T
decided on basketball as my sport, because the
schedule is BRUTAL.

Weve 301‘ Prncﬁce +hree Jn?(s a week Plus one game
on Sq“i'urclu?f and another on Sthd)(. Ah& onh +a?
of all that, Tm Su??an& to kup vp with my
homework and get :houa}\ sleep to make it +hr‘au3l\
school the next Ju)f.

T+s hard ENOUGH getting sleep with all the
racket outside m)r window :\rtr)r h.ish'h And thats
because we put vp a basketball }mP in_our &!"ﬁftwﬂ?’.

WUMP THy
T nuMp (7P

-“\UMP
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When T made the basketball 4eam, Mom went out
nh& bau&hf a bdckbmrd nhd }\m? {nr nba\*c ﬂ\t
garage. i guess she was \'\aPéns T could put up
extra shots on the hish*ts T didn*t have Prac-l'ict.

But T havent taken a sih&lt shot on that +\'\ih3,
because ﬂ'\t second i+ went up, the +::hn3crs in
our hcis}\bur\‘\ood S\vm?té in.




E.v:r since 'ﬂ\:?r +ook down the outdoor hnn?s
at our school, there havent been a lot of Phcts

where kids can Pld)!. So now ‘H‘\E7 come to our
house, and Dad has 4o Pnrk down the street
when he 3a+s home from work.

Dad told Mom he wanted to take the }maP down p
but Mom said she was hd??}' that kids were
outdoors hnvihs fun.

;i quess T wouldnt have minded too muc}-\, r.i-fh:r,
but the +::m5ers dont know when to STOP,
And when were htn&ihs to bed for the his}'rl',
those guys are still out there going hard.
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Ln'fd?/, Moms been 'h'fiha to 3jv: them a }\ih'f
that it's time to go home by flicking the lights
above the garage oh and off. But T guess
teenagers arent real 300& at 'tnkins hints,
because -I'\\c?f Just kﬂep ri3h+ on ?ln)(iha.

So a few hisl‘rl's 490, Mom turned the lishﬂ off

when it 3o+ dark outside. But those 3:..75 were
PREPARED, and ﬂ\t)f set vp a S:hcra-l'ar ahd

lights in no time.
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Last hiS\‘\'i‘, Dad reached his br:nkihs ?aih'l‘ and
called the COPS, who were at the house ten

minutes later.

T thought that would be the end of it, but it
turns out cops like basketball, 4oo.

Weve kind of Siv:h up on in3 to s-h:? Pr.aPlt
from using +he l'\ao‘: But T 3uqrnh'i‘:: 7au that the
first +ime theres mbad’ out 'f}\:rr., were 'l'nkihs
+hat ﬂ'\ihs down.
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Another reason Tve been so tired lately is because
our Prncﬁcts have been starting at 9:30 P We ve
been using the nlmh‘l’nrr school gy but we have
to wait until the other two teams are done with
THEIR ?rn:.'ﬁces before we can start ours.

On our first hish‘l' at the S?fn, Mr. Patel 'Farsn‘l'
his 543 of basketballs and had 4o 90 home to get
it. And while he was gohe, Darren Woo&lc)f noticed
+he ths Ed closet was open, so we went inside.
There was all SORTS of fun equipment in there,
like pogo sticks and Huh-Haa?s and even a Sinhd'
Pnrnchu‘h:.
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T+ had been a Inhs time. since any of us had
?layed with that stuff , and all of a sudden we
were like little kids again.




We even made vp a whale new game that used

those square four-wheeled scooters and some giant
?lnsﬁc bawlihs pins. And it was nr.'h.valif WAY more
fun than basketball.

But when Mr. Patel came back with the baS of
bﬁlls, he shut our game down.
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Mr. Patel 4old us we were there +o ?t“}’ basketball,
not to Saof around. Then he made us ?u-l'
ﬂnr‘)rﬂ\ins back in the closet where we found it.

TVe read that basketball started off with a bunch
of guys horsinﬂ around with a leather soccer ball
and a Pmch basket, and now its ?apuinr all over

the WORLD. But if their coach had been nh)f‘l'l\ihs
lke Mr. Patel, i+ ?rnfmblr never would ve }mP?:he&.

DOINK y
U TR
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And Tl bet Mr. Patel’s gohha feel P“Hf dumb
when the sPnH we invented 9oes PRO.

‘{'. ! RollerBowling """'
world Championships
l FRANCE JAPAN 0

Once we finished putting all the equipment back in
the closet, Mr. Patel lined us vp at the foul line
to Prncﬁca free +hrows. Ah& even after he showed
us the ris}ﬁ' wn)f to s}\m'i', most of us couldnt 3#.1‘
the hnha of it.

After nissihs a bunch of times in a row ) T was
3:Hih3 ?r'tH‘)’ frustrated. So T shot the ball
BACKWARD, just for kicks. And believe it or

not, it went IN.
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My teammates were pre in?rtssed, and after

that, EVERYONE +4ried mkihs a backward shot.

%J.
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But Mr. Patel shut THAT down, 4oo.

=
i

()
He said we were never gonna .'n?rova until we

started hxkihs 'H'\.ihss more SERIOUSLY. I
tried to explain that T was better at shooting
bnckwnrd 'H'mh fnmnrd, nhd mybr. 'l'l\: wn)( ht

was +¢nchih3 us was all wrong.

Bt T guess Mr. Patel 'i‘}\ouslﬁ T was btiha a

smart aleck, so he made me run wind sprints until

+he end of Pr‘nt‘ﬁtc.

JES N
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On the first few nights we just worked on stuff
like dribb“hs, ?assihs, ahd shooﬁhs. But at *H\t

bcaihhihs of last rial'\'l"s practice, Mr. Patel said
we_were_gohna SCRIMMAGE.

E.vtrybnd)/ was ?re'H')/ excited that we were fimll)e
gonha get o nﬁuaII?r PLAY. But n‘s\'\'l' when we
were about to start, a group of men my dad's age

walked into the srn.

One of the 3175 walked up 40 Mr. Patel and said
we were gohha have +o 5:+ off +he court because

the Menss Lmsu: had the 9y booked at 9:30
ﬂ:ry Na&ms&n)r risht
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But Mr. Patel said that we had the 9ym until
10:30, and he had double-checked with the rec
c‘t?nr‘!'mn't +hat afternoon.

Things started to get a little HEATED, but then
Mr. Patel came up with a solution. He said we could
Plny +hose 5;75 in a scrima:, and whoever won
could have the court.

T was a little nervous about Playihs a_group of
grown men. But these guys didnt look like H\:y
were in the best shnp:, and T ﬂ\ous’n'i' we m’s}:‘f
be able o take them.

T+ took a loh3 +ime for the Men's Lensue to
warm up. i B ﬂmus}rt they were getting cold feet

and were Just STALLING.
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After those 9uys Fim“y finished s*l*rcﬁhihs, we
3a+ started. \We won the -tiP—af\f, and T ‘Fisur:J
we were on our way +o an easy win. Dut it was all
downhill after that.

¥ @
.""I
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Thasc Men's Lcusue 31.75 r-ish-f not have been
super athletic, but 'l'l\:?' knew how 1o PLAY. And

'H'mr +a'l'41|7 made fools out of us.

The whole time, ﬂ\:){ never s+a??:cl TALKING.
And T hate 40 admit i+, but ﬂ\t)' were rtnll?f
3:Hih3 inside our HEADS.

T4 was all corny stuff that ahl?f grown-ups would
say, but it r:nll)/ worked. And the more -ﬂ-\:y
talked, the more we S'i'ruasl:&.
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I'™M BREAKIN'
ANKLES OUT HERE! .
L] o o
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The person who was sc't'h'hs the most frustrated
was PREET. And T could tell he rmllr wanted o
stick it to these 3:.75.

But ‘H\t?' had ﬁsWtd out that Preet was our ohl?r
300& ?lnyer, and whenever hed get +he ball, -l'ht)/

were all over him.

A+t one point, Preet stole the ball and sPr‘ih'had ‘o
the other end of the court for what shouldve been
an e.us)r |n>(up. T +hink Preet wanted +o make a
statement, because he decided 4o DUNK it.

We were all pretty excited 4o see Preet throw it
cluwh. But 1 guess - hctcls to grow a few more
inches before he's r:n&y for that.
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Preet landed nwkwnrdly on his ankle. And even
+haus}\ 'l'\'\: game wasnt af{icin"y over, I 'l'l‘uhk
+he Men's Ltdsut saw i+ as a WIN.
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x 'l'}\ausl\-t Preet Just rolled his ankle and hed be
back 40 normal for the next practice. But when

he showed vp at the 3?&-1 'tnrish'h he was oh
CRUTCHES.

T hana Piad BEOKE bis anble. and Fids
out for the whole season. And thats bad news for
+he rest of us, because without him were toast.

T+5s even worse news for Mr. Patel, because now hes
stuck coaching this team for the rest of the season.
And T'm sure hed rather be s?ehdihs his free time
\-rn'tchiha TV or l:nrhihs to Jusslc.

But at the btsihrihs of practice, Mr. Patel gave
d sPcec\\. Hc said thurics are a Pnr'i’ of 'ﬂm game,
and the rest of us were gohha have +o 5‘[’:\) vp-
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Then he ran us -I'hroual\ some Plnys that were
suP?as:J to make it cns?t to score. We started
with five on three, but mbo&)f could make a
basket. So we went to five on two, and then five
on one, and we STILL couldnt score.

We fihnlly hit a shot when it was five on ZERO,
but the ?l"‘)’ didn+ 90 the way Mr. Patel drew it
up- So if we nchn“y score in our first game +his

weekend, it's gonhna be b)f blind LUCK.




At the end of practice, Mr. Patel said he had a
surprise for us, and aPch:& a |>.'3 cardboard box.

Then he started hnh&ihs ot UNIFORMS.,

T noticed the uniforms looked kind of familiar,
and T r:cnshiud +he SMELL, 400. Mr. Patel
uPlnim& that there wasnt :hous‘\ time to get
new uniforms for the team, so ‘H’\t;f had o r_':cyr.lt
+he ones from +r70u‘|’s.
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But +here was snnc.'l'h;hs DIFFERENT about

+he J'ersa);s, because now there was a logo
Prih'i'ad on the back.

Mr. Patel told us that every +eam has a sponsor
to helP Pn)r for stuff like 3}"” rentals, and our
sponsor for the season was Marconis Sub S"\a?. ; !
guess it was '!'oush fEhJihs a sood sponsor, because
Tm Prr.'H7 sure Marconis is still closed for health

code Violations.

MARCONI’S
Sub Shop

fCop.
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Sd'l’ur&n){

Tadn)r was our first game of the season, and it
was at the :l:mh‘l’nry school gy Coach Patel
asked everyone to get +here a half hour mrlr so

we could go over +he Plnh and warm up-

Mr. Patel showed us a few new Plnys he Jtsishcd,
which looked like they mustve taken all rua\'\'t

to draw vp- ; Jusi’ Kaftd the other 3 s oh
the team understood what all the little symbals
were Su??asd +o mean, because it was mnylrhz

3.'|>berish +o ME.

. —x— T N\
— X

O

i g

pCN
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Wl\il: we were 3oi'n3 over the FI:I){S, ﬂ\e stands
started fillihs up- T was nervous to Pln)t in front
of a crowd, but it turns out T didnt need 1o
worry about it. Because when Coach Patel put.in
his starting \iheuP , T wasnt in it.

We were Pia?rihs nsnim'l' T:rnhklin, wl\ich 1S a town
that's 'Im.rﬁ)t minutes down the road from us.
‘n‘\ihss 301‘ off to a rackf start when Franklin
won the opening -Hp-aﬂc and took it all the wn)v
down to 'ﬂ‘\e other end for a In)(u?. Ah& that set
+he tone for the rest of the game.
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Kevin Pomodoro was our ?aih'l‘ 3uurd, because he's
the ahlr kid on our team who can dribble while
laokiha up- But Kevin was bnsicnll?c Pln)rihs ohe-
handed, because :\rer)« +ime he needed o )It“ out
one of Coach Patel’s Pla}es, hed have 4o take his
retainer out so people could understand him.

BLUE SIX!
\ BLUE SIX!

- -

f——_
i

gOOMP

Evcn*fuu"y the Franklin ?ln}fers mualﬁ on, and
wherever Kevin wnuld call o ?lu)' . H“Lf‘d 0 &-r‘

+he steal.
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Qur team was 'l'r)rihs its best to follow Coach
Patel's new pln)(s, but T dont think nhyoh: knew
who was an X and who was an O, so it was Jusi‘

pure confusion out +\\:rt.

Coach Patel started )’ﬂl“hﬂ at the kids on

the bench like what was hn?P:hihs out there

was OUR fault. And T Just acted ke T was
ashamed because it seemed like that's what he was

lmkihs for.




Coach Patel started subbing kids out of the game,
and T was St‘H'ihs worried he was gonna ?u-l' ME

in. So T moved 4o the end of the bench and Jurt
?rn)ﬂ:J hed .farat-i' T was there.

O 77 :

2=22 —

But Mom was in the stands, and she wasn+
:mr:H)( htlpihs.




Even ﬂ'mus\'\ +he e.lcnc.h-tnry school aym IS _our
home court, i+s not like we have a home court
ADVANTAGE. First of all, the gym s about
s:vm-l-?/ years old, and there are all sorts of dead
sPa'ts on the floor. So even when someone on our

+eam would +ry to get 5ome+hjh3 going, ﬂ\t}!'d
end vp |nsih3 their dribble.

Plus, theres bubble gum and other crud caked on
the floor. And on a fast break, Jabari Bruce
nr:l'uaﬂ?f lost a shoe ruhhing down the court.
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Whoever dcsiahcd the 37""' did a lausy Job, because

theres no room between the sidelines and ﬂxc

walls. So anyone 'h*{iha +o save a ball from going
ih3 +heir LIFE.

out of bauh&s 1S 1S

On 'hoP of ﬂ'\a'i', +he doors 4o ﬂ\t restrooms are
close +o the baseline. And in the first quarter,

'H'\r.-r: was a line for ‘H’\: ln&Er.s' room.




Ta make matters worse 3 the 3u7$ who used 'H'\:

mens room kqﬂ' lmv;ha ﬂm door upth. Ah& at

ohe Pm’n'l' someone threw a bad pass and the ball
landed in the URINAL.

—,

s"'f:’%‘f

el

M@

,
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One of the refs washed the ball off in the sink
and then dried i+ with some paper towels. T dont

know what ‘H’\F.)( Pnr those 3uys, but whatever it
NOUGH.

s its not E
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Believe it or not, n)f team mmseJ ‘o score a
handful of buckets. But when the buzzer went
off, the score was 38—6. T was Just slnd that
Coach Patel didnt put me in, because if he had, T
guarantee we would ve lost br even MORE.

The Pln?ted ehaug}\ sports to know that when the
sdnt's over, 7nu're; suPPase.d to shake hands with
the other team and say it was a 300& game. So
that's :xnr:ﬂy what T DID.

But T wished someone had told me we were only at

HALFTIME, because mrbe then T wouldnt have
made such a fool of n)zs:hf.




Coach Patel 4old us 4o meet in the locker room so
we could get r:n&?r for the second half. But the
tltmh‘fnr}( school didnt HAVE a locker room, so
we had to settle for the mens bathroom. And
uhfar*fuhn'fel)( it was accu?ie.&, so we didnt even

have i+ all 4o ourselves.

CHANGING
STATION

But that didn+ s-h::? Coach Patel from lnuhcl\ihs
into his halftime s?::c"\ as_sooh as he s-h:??:& in
the room. T was a little bummed out that Coach
was mkiha us listen to a SPttcl\ at halftime.
Because if you ask me, T +hink halftime should
be a VACATION from the game.
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But Coach Patel started b){ going over :\ftr)('l'l\ihs
we were &aihs wrohg, and all the ndJus+mh+s we
needed to make in the second half if we wanted
1o _win.

Then he 4old us a s*hzrry about this group of
Scottish warriors from a la'ns time ago. H: said

-H’\r.?( were surrounded b){ their enemies and were
fnﬁ"r outhumbered, but 1'\'\1&7 won the battle b)f
sticking together and fighting with ev:ry‘fhiha
ﬂ\:)( had.
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He said if we followed the game ?hh, rﬂn)(bt WE

could get o victory, oo, And T have to admit, it
was a Pr:'H?( 3&0& sPuch, because br ﬂ'\: time we
lef+ that bathroom we were r:nclf to go to WAR.

There were still a few mnutes to go before the

second half started, so EV:(‘)’DM used the chance
to r:hr&rﬁc.

The delc?(s were rts?ahsibh for SUPPl?rihs
the drinks for the first game, So we all h:ip:&
ourselves 1o bottles of water from the cooler.

11



Bt T guess the Wm&l:rs hever cleaned out their

cooler frnm summer Vacation, bcr.nus: ‘ﬂ‘\tre were

some LEFTOVERS in there, too.

There were even a half-filled bottle of kﬁchuP and
a full bottle of mustard in the cooler, but Yusef and
Rub)/ werent oo chaosy about their refreshments.

GULP
6L
: ‘O % %ﬁg
— .’f
ﬁ

1 guess -H\:?r \(Jaurt& +hcf& +ake every bit of fuel
‘H’\ty could GET.
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Coach kap-f Yusef in for the whole first half,
and he was so swu-f)r that he had 4o wring out
his jersey. But T wished he hadn't wrung it out
into the COOLER, because there were still some
bottles of water in there.

Like T said, everyone was fired up after that
s?eec}\ by Coach rzml But T quess +hose guys in
Sto‘l'lnhd had sami'hhs we DIDN'T, because the
second half of the game started off a lot like +he
FIRST.
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ﬂm’hss got so out of control in the fourth
quarter that Coach Patel put me and the rest of
the bench in. But if he was ha?ihs we d 35?1: our
team a spark and tumn things around, he mustve
been Pr‘:‘l'f)/ Jisn??aihﬁcl.

Ta be hahes-l‘, T cant even remember what the
final score was. All T remember was that on

the ride home, Mom said our coach shouldve run
different Pln)(s, and that T shouldve got more

Pln?r.'hs time.

The nhiy +|\ih3 Dad said was that if this was
GOLF we wouldve won, because we had the lowest
score. 1 quess 'H\cr were both +r7dh3 +o make me

feel better, but it didnt rmll)( work.
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Suhdn}z

Moms nlways sn?'.'ns how sports brihss people
+05:ﬂ'\r.r, but T +hink she nish'f nc‘fua";( be wrong
about that. Because in my_experience, sports. just

tears us APART.

The people in my town dont like the 5urrnunclih3
towns because \‘Kﬁf nlwnfs beat us in sports. But
the town we hate the most is Slacksville, because
those guys nlwnys DESTROY us.

T+5s been going on like this since before T was
born. And whenever an old-timer in my.town
mentions Slacksville, -ﬂ\e)( nlwnys spit.

RECKON I GOTTA GO
INTO SLACKSVILLE 7
TO GET MY VACUUM

!

CLEANER FIXED. i
/ |

{ : !

R P L]
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M)r towns issves with Slacksville go a lot d:r.?cr

+han SPORTS, -l'hough. About a hundred )(:nrs
ago, we were su?Pusr.& to get a Jt’ﬂ:ll’)f faﬂarr

in_our_town, which wouldve braush-i‘ in a lot of

ans and mh:r'. But some biswiss from Slacksville
swooped in at the last minute and stole the
{nd'nry from us.

TOWN CLERK

These dn?(s, Slacksville's got ALL +he 3004 stuff,
like a mall and +wo sohc courses. And all weVve got
+o show for ourselves is an abandoned drive-in

moVie 'H'\:n'h:r and Marconi s Sub Sho".'.

So were nlwn?fs lookihs for way’s to get back at
+hose 3u75. And since we cant beat them in sPnr-i‘s,
we have o be CREATTIVE.
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Last 7:4r‘ 3 'ﬂ‘\: state was ?lnhhihs oh ?uﬁihs a
bia snrbast Junp in our town. Dut we m&t some

r.hnhsas to our zoning laws, so the state had
to put the dump in Slacksville instead. And Tve
heard 'ﬂ\c?f’rc not too HAPPY about it, either.

T+ seemed like f}ihas were gohha chnhsc. a few
months back when the mayor of Slacksville called
our m?(or myiha he wanted to make a peace
n{f:rihs. E.\rtry 7cur, our town has a sinh'l'
bonfire in the park on the Fourth of July, and
+his year the Pm?lt of Slacksville wnh'l'tt{ 1o
donate the wood.
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'ﬂ\: +Jnih3 was 3r:n-t, because our town was
out a\f noht?r for recreational S'i'u'“" and caul&h}'f

afford to do the bonfire this ?mnr nh)mn?(.

So our mayor gave +he ?lnh +he green lisl'\'h and

a few Jnys later 4rucks started shawih& vp from
Slacksville with piles of lumber. And ﬂmr even set
it all up for FREE.
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But right before we lit the fire on the Fourth
of Jul)/, our health ihsptd'ar came b)’ the 4own
Pnrk and said the wood from Slacksville was
c\\tnir.nll?r treated, so we couldnt burn it because

it wauld release Jnhserous 'Fums into 'ﬂ\: air.

The next &a;{, our mayor called the mayor

of Slacksville and +old him he'd have 4o send
someone to haul +he wood away. But T guess
their mayor nlrtnd?r knew the wood was full of
chemicals and +l'\ou3¥\+ the whole ﬂ'u'ns was pre

hilarious.

*




So now we Ve 3::1‘ a 3inh‘l‘ Pilt of raﬁina lumber
in the middle of our town ?ark, and +his fall

the Prr_sc\'\aalnrs had 4o ?ln)f their soccer games
AROUND i#.

But their soccer season 3a+ cut short when a bunch
of animals moved into the waadpﬂr., and :\f:ryahc

nsrte& it was ‘oo c{nhstrnus for kids +o kttP
Plnf.’hs near it.
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Se T quess Slacksville has the last lnua‘\, at least
for now.

ﬂ-\: reason I’n brihaihs this stuff up is because
‘l‘ada?f was our first nwn)f game, nhd of course it
was in Slacksville. I sa'i' a ‘i“’-‘“)’ {ttlihs when

we drove ?ns* the sis'n, because T hadnt been
+here in YEARS.

= =
e T,
o "\NELTOOM@ o e

SLACKSVILLE

"chelrgtown"

” Mf:i:)




QOur game was at Slacksville His\'\ , and their gym
was WAY better +han ours. The court looked

brand new, and T didnt see a sihalt piece of gum
on the floor.

The 37r-1 was Pant& before we 30'1' +here 4 and
?:o\::le started bmihs &urihs warm-ups.

sele/glglelelelersY, Q

THOOMP
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Ohl){ a few of our ?ureh-i‘s showed vp to cheer us
on. 1 had 4o r.nrpoai +o the game with Edward
M:nly, because Mom said she needed 4o 90 with
Dad +o Mnnh?f's ?rtschoal Plnr.

But T kind of wonder if Mom bailed on me because

she knew what was in store for our team in
Slacksville.

T was PI’”!‘.‘H‘)! anxious for the game to 3¢+ started

so T could +ake my spot at the end of the bench.

But there were nlr:ady Pca‘:la sitting in +hat spot,
and there wasnt any. room for ME.
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There was an :np'ly space a few rows vp in the
51‘nhds, so when the game shr‘h:d, that's where I
went. But I was afraid Pm?lt were gohha hotice
that T wasnt from Slacksville and give me a hard
+ime. So whenever the crowd booed n?( team, I

T+ was ac-l'uqll?v Pr:-l*ly easy to do, because we got
off o another terrible start. Slacksville started the
9ame b}/ \‘\iHihs a &:EP ‘l‘hr::-?m'hhr . and then
'H\c)r stole the ball and hit ANOTHER one. And
before lahs ) +l'\=7 were ahead |>7 'hv:hﬁ)( ?aih‘i's.

T 1‘}'\0113\'\'1‘ +hat once 'l'l'\t)( buil+ up a lead 'l"\:y‘,&
start 4o take it tnsy on us. But T guess :v:ryanc
in Slacksville is still sore over the 3nrba3t Junp,
because ﬂ'\c.?( never let up.
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ﬂ“)’ started ruhrihs a full-court press, w\\id\
meant we couldnt even get the ball past half-court.
Th fact, we couldnt even get +he ball in Plu?(
because those Slacksville kids were all OVER us.

.. .

Coach Patel was ytllihs at our team r‘an the
sidelines. Put his voice was drowned out b)r the
Slacksville crowd.

“ONR D% r, ek P
MROOO 5 [ D Tad b Caam i |
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Ev:ry once in a while my +eam would aet the
ball inbounds, but +hen three or four Slacksville
Pln)(r.rs would swarm the kid who got +he pass.

Anant coudldnt even 3:"[' nhy r:l)ouh&s, because
+heir center was so 515 ht_nc-tuull)r made Yusef look

S

P e . BN
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B}/ halftime, the score was 52—0, and T was
\‘mo?ihg the refs would use the mercy rule and end
the game. But 1 guess 'ﬂ'\r.y dont do that kind of
‘I‘Hhs in_basketball.

T PrrH?r sure the ?ta?lt who run the
Slacksville gym +urned up +he heat in the visitors’
locker room Just to make us uncomfortable, because

it was like a SAUNA in there.

|

PANT,
PANT! GASP! |

§
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Coach Patel gave another s?uch, but this one

wasnt about Scottish armies or an)r*l‘hihs like
that. I‘f was about PRIDE.

He said that when we sﬁP?ad onto the floor,
we were representing our TOWN. Then he said
we shouldnt even look at the score, because the
onl ‘I'{\ihs +that mattered now was how hard we
FOUGHT.

And that got everyone just as fired up as the
sPeec}\ in our first game.




But a few kids on my team took Coach Patel

too LITERALLY. Because when the second half
shrﬁ:d, our team was rund7 to 'Fisl'\'f for REAL.
Yusef 3a+ 'ﬂ‘uhss S'l'nr"i‘e& bf 'i'l\rawihs an tlbaw,
then Ruby Bird took down Slacksville's center.

Then the Woodley brothers started going at it

with each OTHER for some reason.

Y

QLFF
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But the refs had BIGGER Prable.ns to deal
with. Kevin Pomodoro's mother and one of +he
Slacksville moms started arguing in +he stands,
and the next -t‘h‘ha )!au knew .H“Y were ﬂ'\rawiha
hn?(mkcrs.

¥ T " il

The refs went into the bleachers to break i+ up,

so 1 decided to make myself some room on the

bc.‘m.)n, because i+ was a lot SAFER +here.

But I wished I had ﬁn)m& where T was, because
when Rub)/ and Yusef 301‘ tJt:'it& for {ish'ﬁhs, +he

coach put me in +he game 4|oh3 with Tam}r Che.
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The Slacksville coach Pulled his starters to give
them a rest, and he put in his bench Plnycrs, +oo0.

Coach Patel 4old our +eam to run one of the Plnys
he ‘hnush't us at Prnc.ﬁcc. And believe it or hot,
+he ?In}( nc-l‘unlly WORKED.

Now the score was 52—2, and the Slacksville
crowd was rmll?r nnnaftd because 'ﬂ\:?v +hou3\'\+
‘H’\t}f were gohha SKUNK us.
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So the Slacksville coach put all his starters back in
+he game. ﬂ\cy reeled off 'i'wch'l)(-‘l'hrtc s-l'rnisl\*l'
Pm’h‘!’s, and it seemed like there was hoﬂ\ihs we

could do to stop +hem.

T didnt understand “h)’ of Coach Patel’s ?inys, S0
T Jus+ ran vp and down the court and 4ried +o
look like T knew what T was Jaihs. But then Kevin
got double-teamed, and he threw the ball +o ME.

I JiJhtl‘ know WHAT I was su?posd to cla, So I
Jjust tried 4o throw the ball 4o get RID of it. But
a Slacksville ?lay:r' hacked me on the arm and the

ref called a foul.




The ref put me at the free throw line and gave
me the ball. And T rcnll)a wished T remembered
+he stuff Coach Patel 'tnua}n'f us about Sl'\aa'!'ihs

+:chhiquc, because ﬂ:r}mm's :)(cs were on me.

N

And the Slacksville crowd wasnt :mc‘H)/ mkins it
easy +o CONCENTRATE.
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T think fans should have 4o be QUIET when a
Piq)(tsz 'i‘r?rihs +o shoot a free +hrow L but whth

T 4ried 4o 3:+ them o be more rupecﬂul, it

didnt work. \I

T +o+n||7 whiffed my shot, and the crowd let me
hear about it. But at least i+ was OVER.

P‘\X?\RR RBA'—L—LLLLL_’!,




Then +he ref gave me +he ball and told me o shoot

AGAIN. T thought he was Just being nice by g\ving
me_another ry, but it turns out that when theres

a s“\oo‘l'iha fm.rl, yau 3:'1' TWO sl'sa-l‘s.

I didnt want to miss AGAIN, so I ﬂxousl\'l' about
shaaﬁhs it backward to at least have a CHANCE
of mkihs it. Bt T didnt wanna make Coach Patel
md, and decided +o +r‘7 a 3f‘dhh7 shaf, wl\trt 7au
+hrow the ball from between your I:ss.

But when T airballed +hat one, even the
GRANNIES lnusl'\:& at me. N




After ﬂm-f, I was r:n&)( to 90 back 4o ”7 spa-f
on the bench. So T subbed m)!szhf out of the
game, which T found out later is not nc*fun“f A
'I'Hhﬁ a Pld?ftr IS suPPQSEJ to_do.

Slacksville k:fﬁ runhing up +he score, and before
lah3 it was 98—2. Then one of their ?lqrtrs hit a
ﬂ\ﬂ:c-‘)oih‘fcr, S0 how “I'hc)l had 101 ?aihi's. But
+he scoreboard could anl); disyhy two di&H‘s for
each team, so all of a sudden it looked like we were
AHEAD.

VISITOR
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So we started going CRAZY on the berch, and
that r:ally ticked off the Slacksville crowd.

The clock was wihdihs down, and Slacksville tried +o
move the ball up the court. But now our team was
?ln)(ihs with PRIDE, and we locked i+ down on
the defensive end.
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Slacksville mhu:tsccl to st'l' PnS’f us, and 'ﬂ'\t){
hit a '“)’”P' So when the final buzzer went off,
'H'\t)r had LAPPED us.

VISITOR

The ahl)( ﬂ\iha that made me feel better was
when Mr. Mml)( 51'0??;& at +he Slacksville dumP
1o get rid of an old mattress. We might not ever
beat +hose 31.75 in spar'ts, but at least our town
doesnt SMELL. a -
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NOVEMBER
TutSclny
T wish T could say that after Slacksville our team
got better and we won a few games duri'ns the
season, but thats not what *\n??t'.m&. Th fact,
+Hh35 Ju$+ got worse and worse as the season

went on.

After the Slacksville game, Mr. Marconi from
Marconis Sub Sha? called Coach Patel and 4old him
he didnt want +o sponsor our team nh)fmra. But
b?r +hen it was too late +o :\'\nhst our uniforms, so
we just used electrical tape to black out the logos.
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And that turned into a ?rubltn, because in our

hext game ohe of the kids on the other team 301‘

electrical -h:Pr. from Yusef's Jnrs::)( stuck to his face.

ﬂ\tn when the kid’s mom removed the 't‘npe, she
Ex.

\Whenever wed start to fall behind in a game, Mom
st Crack Pt bt bacibdd b
dﬁerth‘l'ly And T'm not sure he rull;{ n?Prem#\:d

!\tl’ n&?:ct

HAVE YOU TRIED PLAYING
ZONE DEFENSE? BECAUSE

}0' MAYBE THAT WOULD HELP!
£ R
— \ — " I o _

7\ )

A/ ﬁ\ zfl

g |_._ .._.
\. 0 L




Somewhere along the line, the other teams’ coaches
s-taﬁ't& fttlihs SORRY for us, So '1'}\#:?('& ?Inf
their benchwarmers instead of their starters. But
that didnt change the RESULTS.

1: 20

The ?nrt.rﬁs on our team started r.an?lnihihs to
the rec |r.n3ur. +hat we were |osih3 671 ‘oo mh?r
Pnih-l's, and it wasnt sood for our self-esteem. So
+he le.-nau: made some rule c\'\nhacs to l’\ﬂlP kEEP
'H\ihss under control.

ﬂ‘\: new rules said that if ynur team was n"\tncl bf
"l'wth'ly or more Pnih'fs, ?fau had 4o pass five times
before yo«u took a shot.

11



Ah& that did n-:.'l‘ucllr kc.t? the score down, but it
was Prnﬁy hurilidﬁhg when the kids on the other
team counted their passes out LOLED.

Then teams started 'l'r}(iha to kt:p +heir scores
down on their OWN. And +hi:7 +ried all sorts of
ﬂnjnss, like ahl?f dribblihs with their lef+ hands

and even clasihs +heir e.yr.s when -ﬂxey shot.

But the scores were STILL lo?sidtd, so “\nifwn?r
‘l‘l\raush the season the rec l:qsuc did s.arq:'i‘l'\jhs
a little more drastic +o “\tl? us win. One weekend
‘l‘l\ty &raP?td us dowh a w‘\alt nst 3r‘nu?, nh&
the week after that 'H\:Y drn??ecl us down
ANOTHER level.
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And there's haﬂihs like \‘\nvihs ?rnur butt handed
to you b}( a bunch of t|!:n|:h+dl'7 school kids to

makKe feel 4 about elf.
)fau el goo fours ON.E_I

1 nhI?' made one basket the entire season, but i+
was_on the wrong hoop. And T guess Coach Patel
wanted me +o have m moment, so he didnt even

Sn)( nhyﬂ'\ihs when it hn?Ptht&.




B,r the end of the season, nhl?' Mom and a few
other Pnrthﬂ came to the games. Ah& b}( 'l'l‘\th
even the REFS weren+ ?a)(iha attention.

d PR

We were so thPr when the season f.‘m!ly ended
+that we gave Coach Patel one of those 'ﬁd’al‘)f
baths like ﬂ\cy do when a team wins a chnmpiohshi?.
But T hopt he took a REAL shower when he 9ot
home, because that 'ﬂ‘uhs was full of SWEAT.

CHEW
CHEW




After our last game, we had an end-of-season
’onhquc.-l' at Marconis Sub ShoP. And the nhl)f
reason Mr. Marcon narud 4o host it was because
his restaurant still wasn+ a-mdnllr opeh and he

needed the business. But T avoided nh?r food with

m?mhmis.t in t, Jus-t N case.

Coach Patel handed out awards, and e‘uré Pln)r:r

3a+ ohe. But since ho onhe was nh?r GOOD +his

season, he had 4o 31:-1' creative.

This ce :a:f%ffr wle zﬁr/' resented Lo

Grt?j Hemey

for trying to learn a new sport

2D Dion
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After we had cake, Coach Patel gave a sPeed\.
He said +that we r-is}ﬂ' not have won nh)( games,
but he was ?rau& of us for 'tr)(ihs our hardest and
hever 3Mh3 up.

Then he said that even -l'housh there Prabublf
werent any future profcssiaml athletes on our team,
there were a lot of OTHER tm'-ﬁhs careers out
there, like accounting and web 'J""'Sh and ?uPPe'i'r}v.

T+ wasnt as inspiring as some of the other

sPeccl-\cs he gave &urihs +he season, bt T quess
'H\e)( cant all be winners.

(

T was JuS‘f 3|ncl +he season was fimlly OVER .

because it meant L could 90 back 4o my r:sulnr
life. And Tm PrrHy sure n?( teammates fel+ the
same way. But the one person who couldnt let i+

g0 was MOM.
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Before Mr. Patel got in his car to leave, Mom told

him about this state tournament for teams that

hadnt won any. games during the season. Then she

showed him a 'ﬂ?(er shed Pn'h-h.d out.

TOUGH
SEASON?

Turn that frown

SECUND

T

)
"F
'
Fis

Because there's a
winner in everyone!

upside down in the

URNAMENTY

T really wished Mom had asked me about this

FIRST, because +he last ﬂ'\ihs T wanted was 4o
?lny more BASKETBALL. But lud:i\y Mr. Patel

fel+ the same way.
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Mr. Patel told Mom that our team was l'\aP:Iess at
basketball and he wasn+ wi"iha to 'Pl.ri' us +}\rau31\
nh?! more mise.r)/. Ahcl even ﬂ‘mush i+ sounded a
little harsh, Mom didnt argue with him.

MARCONI'S I = ||,
Y /

A week later, Mom invited the whole +eam o our
house. T ﬂ\ous}ﬂ' +his was one of those end-of-
+he-season ?nﬁies where )fau have Pizu and mbic

watch a movie or mfhiha, but it was a whole

other THING.

Once :v:ryam got to our house, Mom said she had
an_announcement to make. She said she was going
o enter us in the Second Chance Tournament and
+hat SHE was gohha be our coach.
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Then she said we were going to enter +he
tournament as a whole new team for a fresh start,

and she started hdhdihg out uniforms.

AL ‘Eﬂ'h'r‘

E.\rtl")’ﬂh: 3a+ kind of cxr.i'h:d, because these
uniforms looked EXPENSIVE. The J:rse);s had

blut—nhcl—sul& s+i+chih3, and each kid's last name

was written on the back. Ti\:t": was ho spohsor
this time, so Tm guessing Mom ?m'& for these out
of her own Pock:‘h
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On 'H\e. front of each Jtrse)r was the ?ir.-'rurc of
one of those sled Jass you see in Alaska. And
Mom uPlniha& that our team was gonhha be the

HUSKIES, Just like her middle-school basketball
team.

|

e —

1‘# was Prt‘H‘)( obvious Mom was J"5+ -l‘r)rihs to
relive her 3'“‘7 dn)rs through US, but T didnt
rcnlly care. Decause like T said, +hose uniforms
were NICE.

Mom said that this time around we were gohha be
WINNERS. And that sounded a whole lot better

+han b:ihs accountants and Pu?Pﬂurs.
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‘ﬂwrsdny
The bis tournament is less than a week away, So
our team doesnt have a ton of time +o prepare.

But after our first practice, Tmkind of 3lnd we
DON'T.

Moms cmchihs 5171: S *:.nn?lri':lr different from

Mr. Patels. Tnstead of warkihs on our basketball
skills, we did a bunch of 'l'nucl'\)r-&tly ﬁnn-bﬁldihs

exercses.

1 Just }\oPt Mom knows what shes &aihs, because
T don't see how that stuff is gonna help us win

ﬂhy 3dmt$ .

“TVE GOT YOUR BACK!

OK, ALL TOGETHER NO@




One of the exercises was Su\:?ase& to hr.lp us get to
know each other better. \We stood in a circle, and

when you threw the ball 4o another Pln?rcr, you had
to_tell everyone something about yourself. So when it
wﬁn?!'i'urh'l'a‘l'hrm-t'l'hebau, said that T liked
mint chocolate cl\i? ice_cream.

But when Edward Mcdl)r got the ball, he fim“y
S"‘I'dr’l'tcl TALKING. He 'i'nu uS }\aw ‘\-S S'i'epmn
iS rmllr strict and how she doesnt like his pet

turtle that he got for his birthday.

Th fact, he went on for so long that Mom had 1o
+ake +the ball from him and hand i+ 4o someone else.
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After that, we thtd some actual basketball. Mom
tried hncHhe uS a few ?lnys that her team used
the ymr 'ﬂ'\t)r reached the state finals, but we
were l’m\riha trouble getting the }'nhs of ‘l‘l'nhgs

T didnt think the fact that we were terrible was
e D b Dhicssson i bl Shie
movies about teams who are urdtrdoas. but then
-ﬂ'\c:)f pull +a5z+l\e.r and win in the end. And T've
been wah&ariha i WE could do that.

But the ?In)f:rs who are on those teams never
make nhr mhr.r, because +}\:7'rr. not the ones
hllihs the ﬁorr. So Tve been 'f}\ihkihs that if we
turn into one of those teams that inspires a movie,
I™ gohna be the one to cash in.
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So before ?rnc-ﬁcc +mi3¥\+ 7 ?u-t -tnsdh:r a
Ptrnissinh form and 30-1‘ mr teammates to si3h it.

I hereby authorize
Greg Heffley to use my likeness and image in
a film or television series and any subsequent
sequels, throughout the universe and in

perpetuity.

SIGN HERE

The nhl;{ person who gave me an issve about it was

Yus;'{, who said hed have to ask his ?nr‘m’l‘s before
he could sish the form. But after T prnr-is:& to
give him my lunch snacks for the next three dn){s,

he was on bmrd, to0.
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A" we need to do NOW is win this tournament so
T can sell the r‘isl'\'i's +o one of those studios that
makes fttl-smd movies. And T can nlr‘endy see
+he poster.in Py head.

UNDERDQGS
A\

{ A N
)

.

EVERY DOC




Suhdd)'

The Second Chance Tournament was hnlfwn); across
+he state. 1 quess ”f teammates Pnrth'fs were
burned out on basketball, because none of them
wanted 1o make the drive.

Se 7¢s+¢rdn7 Mom rented a b.’s van to sﬂ H\c
team to ‘H\c tournament. Shr_ said +htr: was a

chance we d ?In?r for two cln?(s, S0 :\':r')'nht hnd to

D
M’“

Some kids ?ncktd WAY 400 much for one hs'a}\t
Yusef brauah'f +wo loaves of bread and a bunch of
svppi.’cs for sandwiches, Plus . bnck?nck filled with

Pnck an thrhish*f bn3.

">, VWROOM

chocolate-covered raisins.
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Jabari braush'f his video game stﬂn and a
computer monitor so we could all ?lny games_in the
van. Dut I. guess it was too much for the vehicle's
electrical s?fs'h:n to handle, because we had +o

?u“ into a repair shap when the circuit board got
overloaded.

REPAIRS
WHILE-U-WAIT

We made another Pi'f S‘h:rP when Yusef needed
+o use the restroom after tnﬁh& half of +he
chocolate-covered raisins all {'.7 himself. And even
'H'mush we left 4wo hours earlier than we needed
‘o, we bnrcl?r made it to the tournament on time.

Since 4his was a bis canpt'ﬁi‘iah. I ‘f‘l'rous"ﬁ' it
would be held at a cn||:3t campus or a convention
center or somﬂ\ihs.
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So T was pretty d-‘snp?o;h-tc& when we ?ulled up
at the old Prisah that's scheduled to be torn down

next 7:4:'. :

STATE PENITENTIARY

ss }\u'}'s u t w)f it s wh ?mr
+eam is one of the worst in the state.
{ SEGUND [
1 CHANGCE

| TOURNANENT

WELCOMEMIDDLE
= SCHOOLERS!

o S
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When Mom went to the desk to register, she got
some bad news. There was nlr:aclr a team called

the Huskies in the tournament, so she had 4o come
up with ANOTHER name. And T guess Mom was
feeling stressed that we were late, so she just wrote
down the first name that Pa?Pe& into her head.

REGISTRATION FORM

| Team name: Uianoga

But when T saw the names of some of the
OTHER +eams we were cun‘arl'ihs nsaihsh 3
didnt feel so bad about ours.

Yellow Bellies Arfichokers
Banana Slugs Banshees
COURT 3
Browlers Mathlete All-Stars
Rubber Duckies Winter Dogs
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‘ﬂ'\: games were bcihs held in a bis open area +that
mustve been used as a cafeteria when the prison
was open. There was a sigh with a list of rules
written on it, and Tm not sure if it was for US

or for the Prisah:rs.
I 1 ' l |

MESS HALL RULES

. No sharp objedts

2. No swearing
3. No complaining

4. No food fights

3 &
The courts were side 57 side, which meant there
wasn + “h}( room for fans 4o watch the games.

But that was OK, because it looked like hnbo&)f
ELSE'S ?nr:h'l's had come to this ‘ﬂ\ihs , either.

QOur a?Pnheh'l's were nlruclr wnrr-ihs up on Court

"n\r‘u. Ahd I }\n\f: to ndrvu"l', I was a little
relieved that we were ?luyihs +he Mathlete

All-Stars in round one.
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But I shouldnt have underestimated ﬂ'\tm, because
these guy’s made up for their lack of basketball
skills with their BRAINS. @




ﬂ‘\c.ir' team was |n-us?' oh dt{ths:, so we scored a
buhch, t00. But we couldnt do nh)f‘l'\‘n'hs ‘o 51‘0?
their OFFENSE, and at the final buzzer the
score was 3 /—30, Mathlete All-Stars.

Me and rw)/ teammates were pre bummed out
because we knew this was our bis chance to ﬁm!ly
3=+ a wih, and we blew it. Plus, we felt a little
dumb for Pnckihs a?:r'hial'\'l‘ bnss.

But +hen Mom told us Som'l*hiha +hat was pre

s}\ackihs. She said that in the Second Chance
Tournament, fnu ?In?!r.& until rcu WON.
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That meant the Mathletes were going home, and
we were STAYING.

Well, +hat thdhacd EVERYTHING. T+ meant
we were nc-l‘unllr STUCK in this ?Ince until we

30'1' a vic-tnr)r. And now it made sense wh -ﬂ\t?r
decided to hold this tournament in a PRISON.

Mom checked the results for the first-round games
1o see who we were facing next. The name of the
team was the Brawlers, which sounded a little more
intimidating than the Mathletes.

But then Mom got +he scoop. The Brawlers was a
team made up of all the kids in the state who got
+hrown out of games for FIGHTING, so T guess
the “second chance” 'ﬂ'u'ng wasn+ Just about WINS.
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When we got our first look at these 9uys, we

khcw we were in trouble.

I was slnd Mom didnt Pu'i' me in the S‘I'nr'l'ins
lihr.uP, because the game was a fisk‘l‘ from start
to finish. Right after the tip-off, one of the
Brawlers clotheslined Kevin. So Bird Jun?ed on
that kid's BACK, and then EVERYONE joined in.




T dont think the refs wanted 4o get in the middle
of a \cish'h [ ﬂmr Just let i+ go- And T'm ?I'E‘H’?f
sure 'H'm;( didnt blow their whistles ONCE.

Since there wasnt a lot of actual basketball beihg
Pla)(:&, it was a law-smrihs contest. But the
Brawlers :Jst& us out in the end, and the final
score was O—5.

QOur team was ?rrH7 3::55¢d from ?lnrihs two
games N a row, but we werent done vet. We had
to face a team called the S*h:st W}\js?crtrs in the
+hird round, and ‘l'h:)r looked tired, +oo.
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T couldnt 'Fisur'c out what the deal with these
guys was until we started ?lnyiha. ’ﬂ\tf mustve
been a part of the theater group at their school,
because -ﬂ\r.y were all great ACTORS.

Ev:ry time one of our Pln)mrs would get :lh)m“\tf‘t
NEAR one of those 9vys ﬂ\:)r'& fla? and act
like 'I’hr.f were thurtJ. And even ‘i’housh we hever
touched them, we Picke:l vp fifteen personal fouls
in the first qunr"i'tr.

Their team scored almost all of their points from the
free throw line, and we ended up. losing that one

33—-17/. And if we had o ?ln)/ another game after
that, T dont think we couldve nd‘mllr done it.
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Luckily the next round wasnt until the morning, so
we went 1o a hotel a few miles away, where T was
lookihs forward 4o getting a yoz ria‘ﬁ's sl:r.?.
But T guess Mom didnt think wed still be Pl“)’ihﬂ
this late in the 4tournament , So she hadnt booked
our rooms ahead of time. Ahd 57 ‘H‘\th -H'mrt were
nhi?! two lef+ in the hotel.

So Mom booked one room for her and Ruby, and
one for the REST of us. I dont know what it

was like to share a room with Ruby, but T can
+ell 7au it sure wasnt fun shnrihs a room with the

suys oh r'l?( ;tcnn




From the wn?! r-ny teammates were m‘.'ﬁhs, T doubt
ah?r of those 3"75 had ever been in a hotel room
before. And T nc'tunll)( ‘thousl'\-l' about r.nll.'hs

security on them a bunch of times.

But I DIDNT, and 'H'\:ri' was a *Jis mistake.
Because one of them started an ice cube fishf and
hit a sPrihklar in the ceiling.

p)" [~ X

s i W

_ﬁﬂ_a gm n_.—n = bg o] 0 =

T4 turns out that when the sprinklers go off, it
triggers the fire alarm.
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So we spent +the next two hours outside in the
ft’tth'hs cold 2 uiohs with t‘rtr‘yahc ELSE who was
S'fn)aihs at the hotel, while the fire &:Par‘l’mh-l‘

reset the alarms.

Th the mrhihs, Mom was ?r:‘H')' nhhof!:d with
us, but she seemed focused on the c{n)/ ahead.

Dur.'n3 brmkfnﬁ, Mom said we were l‘\chiha into
+he Final Four, and that we all needed 4o ?147 as
a team o Pull out a win +adn?r.
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Then she told :\'er)'uht about how i+ felt 4o

lose her very last game, and that she sometimes
wonders if she couldve done nn)rthihs DIFFERENT
to chahse the outcome. Mom said she didnt want
US 4o have nh)r resrri‘s, so we needed to leave
tury'l’hihs on the floor +adn7.

T4 was a 5m& sPcccl\ and all, but the difference
between Moms team and our team was that her
team was ihg to prove ‘H\ey were the BEST, and
we were just drying not 1o be the WORST. So the
truth is, we didnt r:n||7 need the extra motivation.

ch-ttrdn)f mrhiha, when we showed up at the
tournament, hobod)f knew who we were. But
after St'H'ihS off the fire alarm last his}r‘l‘,
EVERYONE did.
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And the team we Pln)(:d in the next round was
out for REVENGE. ‘ﬂ\:y were the ahl)z all-gjrl
team in the whole tournament, and I guess 'I‘l.'m?(
didnt appreciate hﬂihs their sltcp ih-l'errm()-i'td.
So when we faced off against the Banshees, 'ﬂ\:)(
were rm&)( +o PLAY.
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In the third quarter, Mom had to take Ruby
out of the game to give her a rest. But T rml!r
wished she hadn+ P”+ ME in 4o take her ?lnte,

because it was like 'ﬂ\rowiha raw meat to a buhc}\

of WOLVES.

T dont even remember what the final score was.

AH I Know is ﬂm*}' we lost, and 1'}‘\&7 3n+ to 90

home.
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T have no idea how the Banshees lasted so |ah3 n
the tournament without a win, because those girls
were 1 OUGH. But when T saw the two teams
who were still fish-ﬁhs for the chance +o 90
home, T could see w\\y +hose guys were still here.

The two teams left were the arisinni Huskies
and the Fuhk)f Dunkers. And +\\=y both looked
:qun")( terrible o ME, so 1t was nh)fah:’s game

But the Fuhk)( Dunkers nhly had five Pln?ﬂ:rs

with no subs. So even 'tl\oual\ ﬂ\:)( Pu-l' up a 300&
fight 'ﬂ'\:y ran out of gas at the end. Ahd
+hat meant ﬂ'w.)( had to face us in the FINALS.
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I s\‘\aul&“ft fisured +his out a lot sooner, but
EVERYONE in this tournament couldn+ 90 home
a winner. And whoever lost the last game would
know for sure that ﬂ\e}! were the worst team in
the state.

So we all wanted +o win the last game, but hobod)/
wanted it more than MOM. And before we
started, she went over the game ?hm and made
some last-minute cl\nnsts +o the lineup.

that point, almost mr)/bacl)r had lef+ the
bﬁl&ih& ’ and the ?hce was Pr‘nc*ﬁm"y EMPTY.
But then two ?ta?k walked in 'I'hrousl\ +he doors.

COURT 1

EFTH




Preet was wearing some sort of boot, so T guess
+hat meant he didn+t need crutches nh?(mra.

Mom asked Mr. Patel what ﬂ\c}( were daihs here,
and he said ‘H\t){ heard we were Pld)lihs 'thn?f, so
ﬂ\ty came to Su?Par'I' us.

But Mom said we didnt need cheerleaders, we
needed PLAYERS. Then she asked Preet if hed
be willihs to Pln?r in his boot. And T guess Preet
mustVe missed competing, because he said YES.

££ 3a9

Lud:ﬂ}z, Mom had a spare Jtrse.)( in her bns, and
she gave it 4o Preet to suit up. Then she put him
in the starting Iin:u? and told us she was mkihs

ohe more chahsr. 4o the Play‘book.
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Mom 'l'hrcw out all of our P|47$ and r‘c?'nctd +hem
with Just ohe, which was called "Get +he Ball 4o

Preet.” And everyone was \\nﬂ: because we ﬁhnll)‘
had a ?Iu)( we_could UNDERSTAND.,

The ref blew the whistle to start +he game, and
we woh the opening ﬁ?-ag. Yusef ?uss:cl the ball
to Preet, who was better on ONE leg +han the
rest of us on TWO.

The nhl)! rablm was that he couldnt RUN. And
:v:ry +ime he scored, the Fuhk)f Dunkers 3a+ an
easy basket at the other end of the floor.
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Just before halftime, Sar-r:ﬂ'\iha ren“7 AWFUL
\‘\nP?thtd. A bunch of kids on the other team
were +r7;h3 to s-l*aP Preet from s}\mﬁhs, and he
stepped on their point guard’s foot with his boot.

The kid had +o be }w.l?:& off the floor b){ his
coach and another Pldrtr , and we all clnP?cd,

because for some reason that's what ?zau'r: Su?FaS:A
to do in that situation.




But now the Fuhk7 Dunkers were down o four
Pln)(crs. The head ref said that since +he Fuhk?r
Dunkers didnt have a full team, 'H'\:).' were gohha
have to FORFEIT. And T +hink their coach was
+o+n|l7 fine with that.

But Mom WASN'T. She said if we were gohna
win, she wanted us +o do it fair and square. So
she said shed send one of OUR ?Infers to the

other team so we could finish the game.

1 gquess the other coach fisure& he had haﬂ\.'hs
to lose, so h: :tsr::cl. 'ﬂ\:h l'\: said l\:’c{ take
PREET. But the head ref said MOM should be
the one 1o decide which Pln)f:r' +o send 4o the
other team. And after ﬂ\ihkiha it over for a
minute, she Picktd ME.
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To be \\nhcst T was kind of shocked, because
T never tx?:c*l’ed to 3:-1' traded b?d n)( own
MOTHER. But as I walked toward the other

+eams bench, sht wh'sp:rtd somﬂ\ihs n ”7 gar.

Well, now T was TOTALLY confused. T wanted
our team 4o win this game_just as much as Mom
did, but T didnt think shed want me to CHEAT.
T was wi"ihs 4o do whatever i+ ook, 'l'hnus}\,
including putting on someone elses UNIFORM.
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When the second half started, T got out on the
floor and acted like T was +r7ih3 my hardest.
But I guess n)f new teammates didnt trust me,
anyway, because ‘l‘l\tf wouldnt pass +he ball +o me.

After a few minutes, T Just stood in the corner
to sﬁ?f out of :‘f:r)rum.s wn)/. And that was
nr.‘l’ua")( a Srr_n'i' spo‘i‘ +o watch the game, which
was starting to get rcull)f GOOQOD.

E.\':r)( +ime Preet would "\H‘ Some craz)! shot .
Somboclf on the Furky Dunkers would score at +he
other end. T4 went back and forth like that for
the whole second half, and T was so :nusl'rl' vp
wn‘i‘c}dhs the game i & farao‘i' T was nc‘tuall)( IN #.
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So when Preet missed a ﬂ\rtc-pa{hhr and the ball
bounced off the rim, T was shocked when it came

+o ME.

=

|

o

éV\P

T didnt know if T should pass or dribble or
WHAT. But T couldnt r'enll;r do nhrl‘\\ihs dh)mny

because all of a sudden m)' former teammates were

all OVER me.

#
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The clock was -l'ick.'ns down, and the Funk)(

Dunkers were behind b?r two. So T looked over at
the bench 1o see what Mom wanted me o do, but
she didnt txnc'tl?r look like she was rooting for me.

ﬂ-m-l"s w}\t_h I rcn!jud w}\y Mom sent me to ﬂ\t
other side in the first ?lnc:. I‘l’ wasn+ because I
was some sort of secret wm?ah." T+ was because

T STUNK, and she knew T4 blow i+ for the
other +eam.

+h=n T honestly didnt CARE. T just
wnhﬂ& ‘o 3r.+ rid of {
little space.

ball 4o give h?(SL'h( N
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So. T chucked it with all my might. @

When T launched i, ﬂerybod)f Just FROZE, and
it felt like time stood still. And all nhf'oacl)f could
do was watch as the ball flew ‘H'\raush the air.




Ard whar the ball werdt 1hr‘a-.._q_y'h he ret at the
ather sde of the waurt, you tavld hear & pin drop.

.9
F






M?( shot was 300& for three points, which put the
Funky Dunkers ahead {‘:)f one. And when the final
buzzer went off, n?r new teammates SWARMED me.

g ¥ 'Fimlly got to see how it fel+ 4o be +he HERO
for once, and for the first time, T could see w}\r
:v:rybody‘s nlwqys mkihs a {')ia deal about spar-l*s.

R
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Ih \(nc'h I was ﬂ‘\jhkihs that this would make a
saad MOVIE. So I started wnrkihs on Scﬁihs

si3m+urcs from r-'t)f new teammates.

1 sa‘H'n sn)(, Mom was rish'i' about spar‘fs brinsihs
?eo?lt +asc+h:r. After +he game, me and +he 3175

went out for ice cream. Ah& we were }'\nvihg SO

much fun that we decided 4o have SECONDS.

4

We were even -I'nlkihs about stﬁihs +he team
+05:+}\r.r and doihs +his all over again NEXT

year. And even ﬂmush that could be fun, T +hink
sometimes ?tou should JuS‘I‘ quﬁ while fau‘rt ahead.
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